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THE ARTI CLE 

The wait  is over. The latest  version of the worldÕs best -selling video gam e, 

Grand Theft  Auto (GTA) , hit  the shelves on April 29th. Analysts predict  

worldwide sales of GTA I V will sm ash all previous records. Gam es experts 

believe it  will sell 9 m illion copies in it s f irst  week and m ake m ore m oney 

than MicrosoftÕs Halo 3, which net ted $400 m illion after it s launch. GTA I V 

has received top reviews from  gam es crit ics around the world. They say it  

is a Òm asterpieceÓ and the best  game ever created. Am azingly, GTA I V 

has an average rat ing of 99%  from the top gam es reviewers. Even m ore 

am azing is that  GTA I VÕs m akers, Take-Two I nteract ive Software and 

Rockstar Gam es, have spent  very lit t le m oney m arket ing and advert ising 

it s new product . The cont roversial act ion driv ing gam e could see record 

sales sim ply by word of m outh, TV news and I nternet  reports. 

Earlier this year, Rockstar v ice president  Dan Houser explained why his 

com pany was not  act ively prom ot ing GTA I V around the world. He said:  

ÒWe want  people to be really excited and not  know everything by the t im e 

they play the gam e."  He added:  "Of course, we want  them  to understand 

what they're buying, but  we want there to be surprises along the way.Ó 

The act ion in the gam e takes place in Liberty City, which looks 

rem arkably like the Big Apple, New York City. One surprise in the gam e is 

the really bad ÒheroÓ Niko Bellic, a v iolent  gangster from  Eastern Europe. 

Players can pretend to be Bellic and dest roy everything in their sights. 

They can hijack cars, shoot  the police and kill innocent  bystanders. The 

graphics are outstanding and itÕs quite addict ive playing. I tÕs definitely not  

k idsÕ stuff and carries an adult  rat ing. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . VI DEO GAME S:  Walk around the class and talk to other  students about  v ideo 
gam es.  Change partners oft en.  Aft er you finish, sit  with your or iginal par tner(s)  and share 
what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 wait / latest versions / smashing records / top reviews / marketing / word of mouth / 
being really excited / surprises / heroes / destroying everything / graphics / addictive 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . GAMES:  Are v ideo gam es bet t er  t han other  gam es? Com plete th is table and find 
out .  Give a score from  10 ( excellent )  t o 1 ( very bad)  for these gam es.  Talk w ith your  
part ners about  the scores you gave. 

Gam e Fu n  Ed u cat io n al   So ci ab l e Ea sy  Ex ci t i n g  

video gam es      
board gam es      
chess      
word gam es      
sport s gam es      
card gam es      

4 . MU ST HAV ES:  What  is im portant  in a video gam e? Rank these Ôm ust  havesÕ in 
order of m ost  and least  im portant . Talk about  your  rank ings. Change part ners and share 
your ideas. 

_____  good graphics 

_____  v iolence 

_____  being able to play online 

_____  sound 

_____  body m ovem ent  ( like the Wii)  

_____  shoot ing 

_____  an educat ional m essage 

_____  using English 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . MAS TERPI ECE:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith the word Ôm asterpieceÕ.  Share your words with your partner( s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. A new v ideo gam e is set  t o sell m ore t han any ot her gam e before it . T /  F 

b. People in t he know t hink it  well sell 9 m illion copies a week . T /  F 

c. Experts said GTA I V is t he best  v ideo gam e ever created. T /  F 

d. The gam eÕs creat ors spent  lot s of m oney on advert ising t he gam e. T /  F 

e. The creat ors want ed t o keep part s of t he gam e a secret . T /  F 

f.  A lot  of t he gam e takes place inside a giant  apple. T /  F 

g. There is very lit t le v iolence in t his latest  version of Grand Theft  Aut o. T /  F 

h. The art icle says you m ay becom e addicted t o playing t he gam e. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. version a. ranking 

2 hit  t he shelves b. edit ion 

3. net t ed c. inform al conversat ion 

4. rat ing d. happens 

5. word of m outh e. took in 

6. prom ot ing f. incredibly 

7. takes place g. onlookers 

8. rem arkably h. went  on sale 

9. bystanders i. am azing 

10. out standing j. pushing 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. The wait   a. all previous records 

2 hit  t he  b. along the way 

3. sm ash  c. act ion driving gam e 

4. They say it  is a Òm asterpieceÓ and  d. bystanders 

5. The cont roversial  e. is over 

6. his com pany was not  act ively  f. stuff 

7. surprises  g. shelves 

8. The act ion in t he gam e takes  h. the best  gam e ever 

9. kill innocent   i. prom ot ing GTA I V 

10. I tÕs definitely  not  k idsÕ  j. place in Liber ty  City 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The wait  is over. The __________ version of the wor ldÕs best - selling 

video gam e, Grand Theft  Auto (GTA) , hit  t he shelves on April 29th.  

Analyst s predict  wor ldwide sales of GTA I V will __________ all prev ious 

records.  Gam es expert s believe it  will sell 9 m illion copies in it s first  

week and m ake m ore m oney t han MicrosoftÕs Halo 3,  which 

__________ $400 m illion aft er its launch.  GTA IV has received  

__________ rev iews from  gam es cr it ics around t he world.  They say it  

is a Òm asterpieceÓ and the best  gam e ever created.  Am azingly,  GTA IV 

has an average __________ of 99%  from  the t op gam es __________.  

Even m ore am azing is that  GTA IVÕs m akers, Take-Two Interact ive 

Software and Rockstar  Gam es, have spent  very __________ m oney 

m arket ing and advert ising it s new product .  The cont roversial act ion 

driving gam e could see record sales sim ply  by __________ of m outh,  

TV news and I nternet  reports. 

  

  

rating 

smash 

reviewers 

word 

netted 

little 

latest 

top 

 

Ear lier this year, Rockstar  v ice president  Dan Houser explained why his 

com pany was not  __________ prom ot ing GTA I V around t he wor ld.  He 

said:  ÒWe want  people to be really  excited and not  __________  

everything by t he t im e t hey play the gam e."  He added:  "Of course,  we 

want  them  to understand what  they' re __________, but  we want  t here 

to be surprises along the __________.Ó The act ion in the gam e takes 

place in Libert y  Cit y,  which looks __________ like the Big Apple,  New  

York City.  One surprise in the gam e is the really bad ÒheroÓ Niko Bellic,  

a violent  gangster  from  Eastern Europe.  Players can __________ t o be 

Bellic and dest roy everything in t heir  sight s.  They can hijack cars,  shoot  

the police and k ill __________ bystanders. The graphics are 

out standing and itÕs quit e addict ive play ing.  I tÕs defin it ely  not  k idsÕ stuff  

and carr ies an __________ rat ing. 

  

pretend 

 way 

know 

adult 

actively 

innocent 

remarkably 

buying 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The wait  is over . The ____________________ worldÕs best - selling v ideo gam e, 

Grand Theft  Aut o (GTA),  hit  t he shelves on Apr il 29t h. Analyst s predict  wor ldwide 

sales of GTA I V ____________________ records. Gam es experts believe it  will sell 

9 m illion copies in it s f irst  week and m ake m ore m oney t han Microsoft Õs Halo 3,  

which net ted $400 m illion ____________________. GTA I V has received top 

rev iews _______________________ t he wor ld.  They  say  it  is a Òm asterpieceÓ and 

the best  gam e ever  created. Am azingly , GTA I V has an average rat ing of  99%  from  

the t op gam es reviewers. _______________________ GTA I VÕs m akers, Take-Two 

I nt eract ive Soft ware and Rockstar Gam es, have spent  very lit t le m oney m arket ing 

and advert ising it s new product . The cont roversial act ion driv ing gam e could see 

record sales sim ply ____________________, TV news and I nternet  report s. 

Ear lier t his year , Rockst ar v ice president  Dan Houser ______________________ 

was not  act ively prom ot ing GTA I V around the world.  He said:  ÒWe want  people t o 

be really excited and not  know everyt hing ____________________ t he gam e."  He 

added:  "Of course, we want  t hem  t o understand what  t hey're buying, but  we want  

there to be ____________________.Ó The act ion in t he gam e takes place in Libert y  

City,  which looks rem arkably  like t he Big Apple, New York  Cit y.  One surpr ise in t he 

gam e is t he really bad ÒheroÓ Niko Bellic, ____________________ Eastern Europe. 

Players can pretend to be Bellic and dest roy everyt hing in t heir sight s. They can 

hij ack cars, shoot  t he police and ____________________. The graphics are 

out standing and itÕs quit e addict ive play ing. I tÕs ____________________ and 

carries an adult  rat ing. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôv id eoÕ 
and Ôg am eÕ. 

v id eo  g am e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

¥ version 
¥ hit  
¥ sm ash 
¥ top 
¥ average 
¥ sim ply 

¥ v ice 
¥ excited 
¥ way 
¥ gangster 
¥ dest roy 
¥ stuff 
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STUDENT VI DEO GAMES SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  v ideo gam es in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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VI DEO GAMES DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the words Ôvideo gam esÕ? 

c)  What  was the first  v ideo game you ever played? 

d)  Are v ideo gam es good for you? 

e)  What  do you think of the Grand Theft  Auto v ideo gam es? 

f)  Do you really want to play Grand Theft  Auto I V? 

g)  What  is your favourite v ideo gam e? 

h)  Do you prefer playing video games or watching m ovies? 

i)  Do you think a video gam e can really be called a m asterpiece? 

j )  What  do you think it  is about GTA series that  m akes them so popular? 

Grand Theft Auto IV to smash sales records -  30th April, 2008 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

VI DEO GAMES DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  do you like and dislike about  video gam es? 

c)  What  can you learn playing video gam es? 

d)  Do video gam es m ake people m ore violent? 

e)  Should parents lim it  the am ount  of t im e children spend playing video 
gam es so their children can exercise? 

f)  What  did adults do before v ideo gam es cam e along? 

g)  What  was the last  gam e you heard of by word of m outh? 

h)  Do you feel good when you kill people and dest roy things in v ideo 
gam es? Why? 

i)  Are you addicted to playing video gam es? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

The wait  is over. The lat est  (1)  ____ of t he worldÕs best - selling v ideo gam e, Grand 

Theft  Aut o (GTA),  hit  t he (2)  ____ on April 29t h.  Analyst s predict  worldw ide sales 

of GTA I V w ill sm ash all previous records.  Gam es expert s believe it  w ill sell 9 m illion 

copies in it s f irst  week and m ake m ore m oney t han MicrosoftÕs Halo 3, which       

(3)  ____ $400 m illion after it s launch. GTA I V has received t op reviews from  gam es 

cr it ics around t he wor ld. They say it  is a Òm ast erpieceÓ and t he best  gam e (4)  ____ 

creat ed. Am azingly,  GTA I V has an average rat ing of 99%  from  t he t op gam es 

rev iewers. Even m ore am azing is t hat  GTA I VÕs m akers, Take-Two I nt eract ive 

Soft ware and Rockst ar Gam es, have spent  (5)  ____ lit t le m oney m arket ing and 

advert ising it s new product . The cont roversial act ion dr iv ing gam e could see record 

sales sim ply by word (6)  ____ m out h, TV news and I nt ernet  report s. 

Ear lier t his year , Rockst ar v ice president  Dan Houser explained why his com pany  

was not  (7)  ____ prom ot ing GTA I V around the world. He said:  ÒWe want  people t o 

be really  excited and not  know everyt hing (8)  ____ t he t im e t hey  play  t he gam e."  

He added:  "Of course, we want  t hem  t o underst and what  t hey're buying, but  we 

want  t here t o be surpr ises (9)  ____ t he way.Ó The act ion in t he gam e takes place in 

Liber ty City,  which looks rem arkably (10)  ____ t he Big Apple, New York  City . One 

surprise in t he gam e is t he really bad ÒheroÓ Niko Bellic, a v iolent  gangster from  

East ern Europe. Players can pretend t o be Bellic and dest roy  everyt hing (11)  ____ 

their sight s. They can hij ack cars, shoot  t he police and kill innocent  byst anders. The 

graphics are out st anding and itÕs quite addict ive play ing. I tÕs def init ely  not  k idsÕ 

(12)  ____ and carr ies an adult  rat ing. 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1. (a)  versus (b)  vision ( c)  verse (d)  version 

2. (a)  shelves (b)  shelf ( c)  shells (d)  shelf life 

3. (a)  net  (b)  net t ed ( c)  net t ing (d)  nets 

4. (a)  never (b)  even (c)  ever (d)  every 

5. (a)  all ( b)  lot s ( c)  very (d)  loads 

6. (a)  if ( b)  of ( c)  off (d)  over 

7. (a)  act ion (b)  act ive ( c)  act iv it y (d)  act ively 

8. (a)  by (b)  with ( c)  when (d)  on 

9. (a)  long (b)  along ( c)  alone (d)  longing 

10. (a)  lifelike (b)  life ( c)  live (d)  like 

11. (a)  under (b)  over ( c)  in (d)  on 

12. (a)  stuff (b)  staff ( c)  st if f ( d)  stuffing 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  video games for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about Grand Theft  Auto 
I V. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . VI DEO GAMES:  Make a poster about the history of video gam es. 
What  are the greatest  gam es of the past  two or three decades? Show your 
work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . GAMI N G:  Write a m agazine art icle about  whether gam ing is dangerous 
for k ids. I nclude im aginary interviews with a 13-year-old who loves gaming 
and his/ her worried parents who hate v ideo gam es. 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Rockstar v ice president Dan Houser. Give him 
three pieces of advice on what  he should do to m ake future v ideo games 
even bet ter. Ask him  three quest ions about  his com pany and it s gam es. 
Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI ARY /  JOURNAL :  You are a v ideo gam e character. Write your 
diary ent ry for one day in your video life. I nclude your thoughts on the other 
characters in your v ideo. Read your ent ry to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. T d. F e. T f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. version a. edit ion  

2 hit  t he shelves b. went  on sale 

3. net ted c. t ook  in 

4. rat ing d. rank ing 

5. word of mo ut h e. inform al conversat ion  

6. promo t ing f. pushing  

7. takes place g. happens  

8. rema rkably h. incredibly   

9. bystanders i. onlookers  

10. out standing j. am azing  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. The wait   a. is over 

2 hit  t he  b. shelves 

3. sm ash  c. all previous records  

4. They  say it  is a Òma sterpieceÓ and  d. t he best  game  ever 

5. The cont roversial  e. act ion dr iv ing game   

6. his com pany was not  act ively  f. promo t ing GTA I V  

7. surpr ises  g. along the way  

8. The act ion in t he game  t akes  h. place in Libert y Cit y  

9. k ill innocent   i. bystanders  

10. I tÕs def initely not  kidsÕ  j. stuff   

GAP FI LL:  

Gr an d  Th e f t  Au t o  I V t o  sm ash  sal es r ecor d s 
The wa it is over. The la t est  version of th e worldÕs best - selling v ideo game, Grand Theft Auto  (GTA) , hit th e shelves 
on April 29th . Analysts  predict wo rldwi de sales of GTA I V wi ll sm ash  all prev ious records. Games experts  believe it 
wi ll sell 9 m illion copies in its  f ir st we ek and make more money th an MicrosoftÕs Halo 3, wh ich n et t ed  $4 00 m illion 
afte r its  launch. GTA I V has received t o p  rev iews from games criti cs around th e wo rld. They say it is a 
Òmaste rpieceÓ and th e best game ever create d. Amazingly,  GTA I V has an average r a t in g  of 99%  from th e to p 
games r ev i ew e r s. Even more amazing is th at GTA I VÕs makers, Take-Two  I nte ract ive Softwa re and Rocksta r  
Games, have spent very l i t t le  money marketi ng and adverti sing its  new product. The contr oversial acti on driv ing 
game could see record sales simply by w o r d  of mouth , TV news and I nte rnet reports . 

Earlier th is year, Rocksta r v ice president Dan Houser explained wh y his company wa s not a ct i ve l y  promoti ng GTA 
I V around th e wo r ld. He said:  ÒWe wa nt people to  be really  excite d and not k n o w  everyth ing by th e ti me th ey play  
th e game."  He added:  "Of course, we  wa nt th em to  understa nd wh at th ey 're b u y in g , but we  wa nt th ere to  be 
surprises along th e w ay .Ó The acti on in th e game ta kes place in Liberty  City , wh ich looks r em a r k ab l y  like th e Big 
Apple, New York City . One surprise in th e game is th e really  bad ÒheroÓ Niko Bellic, a v iolent  gangste r from  Easte rn 
Europe. Players can p r e t en d  to  be Bellic and destr oy everyth ing in th eir sights . They can hij ack cars, shoot th e 
police and k ill in n o cen t  bysta nders. The graphics are out sta nding and itÕs quite  addicti ve play ing. I tÕs definite ly  not  
k idsÕ stu ff and carr ies an ad u l t  rati ng. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


