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THE ARTI CLE 

Poem s writ ten over a hundred years ago by William  McGonagall, known 

as Òthe worldÕs worst  poet ,Ó were sold at  an auct ion in Scot land earlier 

this week for over $12,000. Despite his unfortunate t it le, McGonagallÕs 

work sold for m ore than a collect ion of Harry Pot ter books signed by 

author JK Rowling. A poet ry collector bought  a total of 35 poem s writ ten 

by McGonagall in the nineteenth century. Many of the poetÕs works were 

also autographed. McGonagallÕs poem s were so bad that  when he read 

them in public, people threw eggs and rot ten fruit  and vegetables at  him . 

He was born in Edinburgh in 1825 but  did not  start  writ ing poem s unt il he 

was 47. He reportedly once walked 100 kilomet res to ask Queen Victoria 

if he could be her personal poet . The queen was not  at  hom e. 

Poet ry experts have crit icized McGonagall for his boring topics, poor  

vocabulary, his terrible rhym es and his inabilit y to keep his poet ry in a 

proper rhythm . I n a 200-page guide to the world's worst  poets, 13 pages 

are just  about  him . Curiously, he does have a fan club and his work is 

t ranslated into Russian, Japanese and Rom anian. McGonagall had a lot  of 

self- confidence and was proud of his poem s. I n his autobiography, he 

explained he had a v ision in which a voice inside his head encouraged him 

to "Write, Write, Write! " I n his book, he wrote that  he knew of no greater 

poet  than him self. He boldly called his f irst  book of poem s "Poet ic Gem s."  

The Scot t ish auct ioneer said:  "He's st ill popular now because he's so bad, 

[ so]  a lot  of people have kept  him going."  
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . POEMS:  Walk around t he class and t alk  t o other  student s about  poem s.  Change 
part ners oft en.  Aft er  you f inish, sit  wit h your par tner( s)  and share your f indings. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 poem s /  poet s /  auct ion /   Harry  Pot ter  /  collectors /  autographs /  eggs /  rot t en fruit  /  
boring topics /  poor  vocabulary /  fan clubs /  t ranslat ions /  pride /  hearing voices 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . MY  POEMS:  Are you good at  poet ry? Writ e down t he first  line of a poem  about  
English.  Give your paper to another  student  to com plete t he second line of your poem , t hen 
a different  student  to com plete the third line.  Change students unt il you have six  lines.  Read  
your poem  to the class.  Who has the best ,  funniest ,  silliest  poem ? 

line 1  

line 2  

line 3  

line 4  

line 5  

line 6  

4 . READ I NG:  What  do you like to read? Rank the it em s below:  10 =  ÒI  canÕt  get  
enough of th is; Ó 1 =  ÒI  never go near t hisÓ. 

_____ poet ry 

_____ cartoons /  m anga 

_____ newspapers 

_____ short  st or ies /  essays 

_____ novels 

_____ non- fict ion 

_____ m agazines 

_____ plays 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . POETRY:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you associate 
with t he word Ôpoet ryÕ. Share your words w ith your part ner( s)  and talk about  t hem .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. The worldÕs worst  poem s were writ ten in t he 18th Cent ury. T /  F 

b. The poem s fet ched nearly a m illion dollars at  a Scot t ish auct ion. T /  F 

c. All of t he poem s sold at  auct ion were signed by t he poet . T /  F 

d. The poet  asked a Brit ish queen if he could be her personal poet . T /  F 

e. Crit ics say t he poet  wrot e about  boring t opics. T /  F 

f.  The poet Õs work has been t ranslated int o at  least  3 ot her  languages. T /  F 

g. A voice f rom  t he dark t old t he poet  t o st art  wr it ing poet ry . T /  F 

h. The poet  is popular t oday because his poem s are so bad. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. a hundred years a. unlucky 

2 unfor tunate b. st rangely 

3. signed c. correct  

4. rot t en d. autographed 

5. report edly e. pushed 

6. expert s f.  a century 

7. proper g. decaying 

8. curiously h. supposedly 

9. encouraged i.  jewels 

10. gem s j .  specialists 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. Poem s writ t en over a  a. walked 100 k ilom et res 

2 his unfortunate  b. him  going 

3. A poet ry  collector bought  a t otal  c. a proper rhythm  

4. people t hrew  eggs and rot t en  d. of 35 poem s 

5. He reportedly once  e. t it le 

6. his inability  t o keep his poet ry  in  f.  hundred years ago 

7. his work is t ranslated  g. self- confidence 

8. McGonagall had a lot  of  h. poet  than him self 

9. he knew of no greater   i.  fruit  

10. a lot  of people have kept   j .  into Russian 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Poem s wr it ten over a hundred years ago by William  McGonagall,  

__________ as Òt he wor ldÕs worst  poet ,Ó were sold at  an auct ion 

in Scot land __________ t his week for  over  $12,000. Despite his 

unfor t unate t it le,  McGonagallÕs work  sold for m ore t han a 

__________ of Harry  Pot ter  books signed by aut hor  JK Rowling. 

A poet ry collect or bought  a t otal of 35 poem s wr it ten by  

McGonagall in t he nineteent h __________. Many of t he poetÕs 

works were also aut ographed. McGonagallÕs poem s were so bad 

that  when he read t hem  in __________, people threw eggs and 

__________ fruit  and vegetables at  him . He was born in 

Edinburgh in 1825 but  did not  st art  writ ing poem s unt il he was 

47. He __________ once walked 100 k ilom et res t o ask  Queen 

Vict or ia if  he could be her personal poet .  The queen was not  at  

__________. 

  

  

rot t en 

reportedly 

cent ury 

hom e 

known 

collect ion 

ear lier 

public 

 

Poet ry expert s have __________ McGonagall for his bor ing 

topics, poor vocabulary, his terr ible rhym es and his __________ 

to keep his poet ry in a proper rhyt hm . I n a 200-page guide t o 

the world's worst  poet s, 13 pages are __________ about  him . 

Curiously, he does have a __________ club and his work is 

t ranslated into Russian, Japanese and Rom anian. McGonagall 

had a lot  of self - conf idence and was __________ of his poem s. 

I n his autobiography, he explained he had a v ision in which a 

__________ inside his head encouraged him  t o "Writ e, Wr ite,  

Write! "  I n his book , he wrote t hat  he knew of no great er poet  

than him self . He __________ called his first  book  of poem s 

"Poet ic Gem s."  The Scot t ish auct ioneer said:  "He's st ill popular  

now because he's so bad, [ so]  a lot  of  people have kept  him  

__________."  

  

j ust  

 proud 

inabilit y  

boldly 

go ing 

cr it icized 

fan 

voice 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Poem s ________________________ years ago by William  McGonagall, 

known as Òthe worldÕs worst  poet ,Ó were _____________________ Scot land 

earlier this week for over $12,000. Despite his unfortunate t it le, 

McGonagallÕs _____________________ than a collect ion of Harry Pot ter 

books signed by author JK Rowling. A poet ry collector bought  a total of 35 

poem s writ ten by McGonagall in the nineteenth century. Many of the poetÕs 

_____________________ autographed. McGonagallÕs poem s were so bad 

that  when he read them  in public, people threw eggs 

_____________________ vegetables at  him . He was born in Edinburgh in 

1825 but  did not  start  writ ing poem s unt il he was 47. He reportedly once 

walked 100 kilom et res to ask Queen Victoria _____________________ 

personal poet . The queen was not  at  hom e. 

Poet ry _____________________ McGonagall for his boring topics, poor  

vocabulary, his terrible rhym es and his _____________________ poet ry in 

a proper rhythm . I n a 200-page _____________________ worst  poets, 13 

pages are just  about him . Curiously, he _____________________ and his 

work is t ranslated into Russian, Japanese and Rom anian. McGonagall had a 

lot  of self- confidence _____________________ poem s. I n his 

autobiography, he explained he had _____________________ voice inside 

his head encouraged him  to "Write, Write, Write! "  I n his book, he wrote that  

he knew _____________________ himself. He boldly called his f irst  book of 

poem s "Poet ic Gem s."  The Scot t ish auct ioneer said:  "He's st ill popular now 

because he's so bad, [ so]  a lot  of people _____________________."  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôr o t t en Õ 
and Ôeg g Õ. 

r o t t en  eg g  

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

• ago 
• earlier  
• signed 
• total 
• 47  
• personal 

• experts 
• inabilit y  
• curiously 
• proud 
• voice 
• boldly  
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STUDENT PO ETRY SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  poet ry in t he t able. Do t his in pairs.  Each st udent  m ust  
wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper .  

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________  

STUDENT 2 

_____________  

STUDENT 3 

_____________  

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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PO ETRY DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word Ôpoem Õ? 

c)  Do you like poet ry? 

d)  Have you read any poet ry in English? 

e)  What  do you think of poem s by the worldÕs worst  poet  selling for 
$12,000? 

f)  Would you like autographed copies of Harry Pot ter books? 

g)  Why do you think people could throw rot ten food at  poets in 19th  
Century Scot land? 

h)  Would you walk 100 kilomet res to ask som eone a quest ion? 

i)  Who is your count ryÕs worst  and greatest  poet? 

j )  Would you like to throw an egg at  someone? 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PO ETRY DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  topic do you like reading poem s on? 

c)  Are you good at  writ ing poem s? 

d)  Do you think poem s need to rhyme? 

e)  Have you ever joined a fan club? 

f)  Are you proud of things you write? 

g)  Do you get  voices in your head encouraging you to do things? 

h)  I s your self- confidence high? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask William McGonagall? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

Poem s (1)  ____ over  a hundred years ago by  William  McGonagall,  known as Òt he 

worldÕs worst  poet ,Ó were sold at  an auct ion in Scot land ear lier t his week for over  

$12,000. Despit e his unfort unat e (2)  ____, McGonagallÕs work sold for  m ore t han a 

collect ion of Harry Pot ter books signed (3)  ____ aut hor JK Rowling. A poet ry  

collect or bought  a t otal of 35 poem s writ t en by McGonagall (4)  ____ t he ninet eent h 

cent ury . Many of t he poet Õs works were also (5)  ____. McGonagallÕs poem s were so 

bad t hat  when he read t hem  in public, people t hrew eggs and rot ten fruit  and 

veget ables at  him . He was born in Edinburgh in 1825 but  did not  start  wr it ing 

poem s (6)  ____ he was 47. He reportedly once walked 100 kilom et res t o ask  

Queen Victor ia if he could be her personal poet . The queen was not  at  hom e. 

Poet ry expert s have cr it icized McGonagall for his bor ing t opics, ( 7)  ____ 

vocabulary, his terr ible rhym es and his inabilit y  to (8)  ____ his poet ry in a proper  

rhyt hm . I n a 200-page guide t o t he wor ld's worst  poet s, 13 pages are j ust  about  

him . Curiously,  he does have a fan club and his work is (9)  ____ int o Russian, 

Japanese and Rom anian. McGonagall had a lot  of self -conf idence and was proud of  

his poem s. I n his aut obiography , he explained he had a (10)  ____ in which a voice 

inside his head encouraged him  t o "Wr ite, Write,  Write! "  I n his book , he wrot e t hat  

he knew of no greater poet  t han (11)  ____. He boldly called his first  book of poem s 

"Poet ic Gem s."  The Scot t ish auct ioneer said:  "He's st ill popular now because he's so 

bad, [ so]  a lot  of people have (12)  ____ him  going."  

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1.  (a)  writ t en  (b)  wrote ( c)  writ ing  (d)  writ er 

2.  (a)  nam e (b)  t it le ( c)  heading  (d)  address 
3.  (a)  to (b)  for  ( c)  by  (d)  at  
4.  (a)  by  (b)  at  ( c)  on  (d)  in  
5.  (a)  autographing  (b)  autograph  ( c)  autographs (d)  autographed  
6.  (a)  st ill (b)  when  ( c)  unt il (d)  yet  
7.  (a)  poor  (b)  povert y  ( c)  poor ly  (d)  pour  
8.  (a)  do (b)  keep  ( c)  m ake (d)  poem  
9.  (a)  t ransform ed  (b)  t ransported  ( c)  t ranslated  (d)  t ransacted  
10.  (a)  vision  (b)  sight  ( c)  site (d)  eyesight  
11.  (a)  his (b)  he ( c)  him  (d)  him self 
12.  (a)  m ade (b)  kept  ( c)  stopped  (d)  got  
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about   poet ry   for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about William  
McGonagall. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . POETS:  Make a poster about  your count ryÕs greatest  writers. Show 
your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar 
things? 

4 . W ORLDÕS W ORST:  Write a m agazine art icle about  the worldÕs worst  
liv ing poet . I nclude im aginary interviews with the poet and a judge who 
decided (s)he was the worst . I nclude quest ions about what is good poet ry. 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to a poet. Ask him/ her three quest ions about 
his/ her poet ry. Ask for three pieces of advice on how you can write great  
poet ry. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI AR Y /  JOURNAL:  You are a poet . Write your diary ent ry for one 
day in your poet ry writ ing life. I nclude your thoughts on the things that  
m ake you write poet ry. Read your ent ry to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. a hundred years a. a cent ury 

2 unfort unate b. unlucky   

3. signed c. aut ographed 

4. rot ten d. decaying  

5. report edly e. supposedly   

6. expert s f. specialist s  

7. proper g.  correct   

8. cur iously h. st rangely  

9. encouraged i. pushed  

10. gem s j . j ewels  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. Poem s writ t en over a  a. hundred years ago 

2 his unfort unate  b. t it le  

3. A poet ry collect or bought  a t otal  c. of 35 poems   

4. people threw eggs and rot ten  d. fruit   

5. He reportedly once  e. walked 100 kilom et res  

6. his inabilit y  to keep his poet ry in  f. a proper rhythm  

7. his work  is t ranslated  g.  int o Russian  

8. McGonagall had a lot  of  h. self- confidence  

9. he knew of no greater   i. poet  t han hims elf  

10. a lot  of people have kept   j . him  going  

GAP FI LL:  

W or ld Õs w o r st  p o em s se l l  at  au ct i o n  
Poems wr itte n over a hundred years ago by William  McGonagall, k n o w n  as Òth e wo rldÕs wo rst poet,Ó we re sold at  
an aucti on in Scotl and ear l ie r  th is we ek for over $12,000. Despite  his unfortu nate  ti tl e, McGonagallÕs wo rk sold for  
more th an a co l lect io n  of Harry Potte r books signed by author JK Rowl ing. A poetr y collecto r bought a to ta l of 35 
poems wr itte n by McGonagall in th e ninete enth  cen t u r y . Many of th e poetÕs wo rks we re also auto graphed.  
McGonagallÕs poems we re so bad th at wh en he read th em in p u b l ic , people th rew eggs and r o t t en  fruit and 
vegeta bles at him . He wa s born in Edinburgh in 18 25 but did not sta rt wr iti ng poems unt il he wa s 47 . He 
r ep o r t ed l y  once wa lked 100 k ilometr es to  ask Queen Victo ria if  he could be her personal poet. The queen wa s not 
at h o m e. 

Poetr y experts  have cr i t ic ized  McGonagall for his boring to pics, poor vocabulary, his te rr ible rhymes and his 
in ab i l i t y  to  keep his poetr y in a proper rhyth m. I n a 200 -page guide to  th e wo rld's wo rst poets , 13 pages are j u st  
about him . Curiously, he does have a f an  club and his work is tr anslate d into  Russian, Japanese and Romanian.  
McGonagall had a lot of self-confidence and wa s p r o u d  of his poems. I n his auto biography, he explained he had a 
v ision in wh ich a vo i ce inside his head encouraged him  to  "Write , Write , Write !"  I n his book, he wr ote  th at he knew 
of no greate r poet th an him self. He b o l d l y  called his f irst book of poems "Poeti c Gems." The Scotti sh aucti oneer  
said:  "He's sti ll popular now because he's so bad, [ so]  a lot of people have kept him  g o in g ."  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - a 2 - b 3 - c 4 - d 5 - d 6 - c 7 - a 8 - b 9 - c 10 - a 11 - d 12 - b 
 


