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THE ARTI CLE 

More than 60 nat ions met  in the UN Security Council on Thursday to 

agree that  sexual violence against  women is a weapon of war. Secretary-

General Ban Ki-m oon announced new m easures to t ry to end what he 

called the "silent  war against  wom en and gir ls"  in the worldÕs war zones.  

He called on UN bodies, nat ional governm ents, aid organizat ions and rape 

survivors to help end sexual crim es against  wom en in conflict  areas. He 

said:  "Violence against  wom en has reached unspeakableÉ proport ions in 

societ ies at tem pt ing to recover from  conflict ."  He announced the creat ion 

of a UN Messenger of Peace, whose job will be to com bat  sexual crimes 

against  wom en. He also prom ised there would be a "zero- tolerance policy 

against  sexualÉ abuseÓ by UN workers. 

Rape has been an ugly, but  com m on feature of m any arm ed conflicts 

around the world. Wom en are often rejected by their fam ily or com m unity 

because of the sham e rape brings. Other wom en becom e infected with 

HI V and AI DS. Ban Ki-m oon said these terrible wrongs m ake it  diff icult  for  

a nat ion to heal and m ake peace with it self Òafter the guns fall silent " . 

Condoleezza Rice said rape is a Òsecurit y concernÓ that  seriously affects 

Ònot  only the health and safety of wom en, but  the econom ic and social 

stability  of their nat ions." She expressed concern about  the widespread 

use of rape in Darfur. Aid groups there say it  is used as a weapon of 

ethnic cleansing and has becom e a part  of life for m ost  wom en. SudanÕs 

governm ent  said:  "There is no rape in Darfur,"  and that  aid workers are 

just  m aking up stories. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . W AR  CRI MES:  Walk around t he class and talk to other  student s about  war 
cr im es. Change part ners often. Aft er  you finish, sit  with your par tner(s)  and share your 
findings. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 nations / violence / weapons / war zones / aid organizations / messengers of peace / 
armed conflicts / rejection / shame / AIDS / security concerns / ethnic cleansing 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . MESSEN GER OF PEACE:  Can the new UN Messenger of Peace change 
t roubled part s of the world? With your par tner(s) , d iscuss what  ( s)he should do t o br ing 
about  change.  Write your  ideas below.  Change part ners and share your ideas. 

 Po ssib l e so lu t io n s f o r  ch an g e Ch an ces o f  su ccess 

Rape /  sexual abuse   

Prost it ut ion   

Child sold iers    

Child slavery   

Ethnic cleansing   

Suicide bom bings   

4 . SENTEN CE STARTERS:  Finish t he follow ing beginnings t o sentences about  
feet  and shoes.  Show what  you wrote to your part ner( s) . Talk  about  what  you wrote. 

a)  Sexual violence will stop when ___________________________________________ 

b)  Arm ies guilt y of sex cr im es______________________________________________ 

c)  Sexual violence is _____________________________________________________ 

d)  The word ÔrapeÕ is _____________________________________________________ 

e)  Rape dam ages a whole nat ion ___________________________________________ 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . VI OLENCE:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate wit h the word ÔviolenceÕ. Share your words with your partner( s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 



 

United Nations says rape is a war crime  -  20th June, 2008 
More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  4 

 

BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. All of t he count r ies in t he UN have agreed t hat  rape is a war cr im e. T /  F 

b. The UN Secret ary General descr ibed rape as being a silent  war. T /  F 

c. He said v iolence against  wom en was cont rollable in conf lict  areas. T /  F 

d. The UN w ill no longer t olerate it s workers com m it t ing act s of abuse. T /  F 

e. Wom en are rarely rejected by t heir  fam ily after t hey have been raped. T /  F 

f.  Ban Ki-m oon said rape m akes it  diff icult  for  war- t orn nat ions t o heal. T /  F 

g. Condoleezza Rice said rape was a securit y concern for m any  count r ies. T /  F 

h. The Sudanese governm ent  said rape was not  happening in Darfur . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. nat ions a. voiced 

2 m easures b. accept ance 

3. proport ions c. aspect  

4. com bat  d. inj ust ices 

5. tolerance e. act ions 

6. feat ure f. f ight  

7. sham e g. lies 

8. wrongs h. count r ies 

9. expressed i. hum iliat ion 

10. st or ies j. levels 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. sexual v iolence against  wom en is  a. m any arm ed conflict s 

2 the " silent  war against  wom en and gir ls"   b. m aking up stories 

3. He called on  c. unspeakableÉ proport ions 

4. Violence against  wom en has reached  d. m ake peace with it self 

5. a zero- tolerance e. a weapon of war 

6. an ugly , but  com m on feature of f. UN bodies 

7. rej ected by their  fam ily or  com m unity   g. in the worldÕs war zones 

8. dif ficult  for  a nat ion to heal and  h. ethnic cleansing 

9. used as a weapon of  i. policy  against  sexualÉ abuse 

10. aid workers are j ust   j. because of the sham e 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

More than 60 nat ions m et  in the UN Securit y Council on 

Thursday to ____________ that  sexual v iolen ce against  wom en 

is a weapon of war. Secret ary-General Ban Ki-m oon announced 

new ____________ to t ry to en d what  he called the " silen t  war  

against  wom en and gir ls"  in the worldÕs war  ____________.  He 

called  on UN bodies, nat ional governm ents, aid organizat ions 

and rape ____________ to help en d sexual cr im es against  

wom en in conflict  areas. He said:  "Violen ce against  wom en has 

____________ unspeakableÉ proport ions in societ ies 

at tem pt ing to ____________ from  conflict ."  He announced the 

creat ion of a UN Messen ger  of Peace,  whose job will be t o 

____________ sex ual cr im es against  wom en . He also prom ised 

ther e would be a "zero- toler ance policy against  

sexualÉ ____________Ó by UN worker s. 

  

  

survivors 

recover 

zones 

abuse 

agree 

reached 

combat 

measures 

 

Rape has been an ____________, but  com m on feature of  

m any arm ed conflict s around the world. Wom en are oft en 

____________ by their fam ily or com m unit y because of the 

sham e rape ____________. Other wom en becom e infect ed 

wit h HI V and AI DS. Ban Ki-m oon said these terr ible 

____________ m ake it  diff icult  for a nat ion to heal and m ake 

peace wit h it sel f Òafter  the guns ____________ silent " .  

Condoleezza Rice said rape is a Òsecurit y concernÓ that  

ser iously affect s Ònot  only the health and safet y of wom en, but  

the econom ic and social ____________ of their nat ions."  She 

ex pressed concer n about  the widespread use of rape in Darfur .  

Aid groups ther e say it  is used as a weapon of ____________ 

cleansing and has becom e a part  of life for m ost  wom en . 

SudanÕs gover nm ent  said:  "There is no rape in Darfur ,"  and 

that  aid worker s are j ust  ____________ up stor ies. 

  

fall 

 rejected 

making 

ugly 

ethnic 

brings 

stability 

wrongs 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

More than 60 ___________________ Securit y Council on Thursday to agree 

that  sexual v iolence against  wom en is a weapon of war. Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-m oon announced ___________________ end what  he called the 

"silent  war against  wom en and gir ls"  in the worldÕs war zones. He called on 

UN bodies, nat ional governments, aid organizat ions ___________________ 

help end sexual crim es against  wom en in conflict  areas. He said:  "Violence 

against  wom en ______________________ É proport ions in societ ies 

at tem pt ing to recover from  conflict ."  He announced ___________________ 

Messenger of Peace, whose job will be to com bat  sexual crim es against  

wom en. He also prom ised there would be a "___________________ against  

sexualÉ abuseÓ by UN workers. 

Rape has been ___________________ feature of m any arm ed conflicts 

around the world. Wom en are ___________________ family or comm unity 

because of the sham e rape brings. Other wom en becom e infected with HI V 

and AI DS. Ban Ki-m oon said ___________________ m ake it  diff icult  for a 

nat ion to heal and m ake peace with itself Òafter ___________________ " . 

Condoleezza Rice said rape is a Òsecurity concernÓ that  seriously affects Ònot 

only the health and safety of women, but  ___________________ stabilit y of 

their nat ions."  She expressed concern about  the widespread use of rape in 

Darfur. Aid groups there say it  ___________________ ethnic cleansing and 

has becom e a part  of life for m ost  women. SudanÕs governm ent  said:  "There 

is no rape in Darfur,"  and that  aid workers are ___________________ 

stories. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôsex u alÕ 
and Ôv io len ceÕ. 

sex u al  v io len ce 

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

• 60 
• silent  
• bodies 
• unspeakable 
• m essenger 
• zero 

• ugly 
• sham e 
• heal 
• seriously 
• part  
• stories 
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STUDENT W AR CRI MES SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  war crim es in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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W AR CRI MES DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔrapeÕ? 

c)  Are you surprised only 60 count ries m et in the Security Council to agree 
on rape being a war crime? 

d)  What  do you think of ban Ki-m oonÕs call for an end to the Òsilent  warÓ? 

e)  Do you think the UN is fight ing a losing bat t le? 

f)  Will levels of sexual v iolence against  wom en always be at  unspeakable 
levels? 

g)  What  can rape survivors do to help f ight  the war against  sexual 
v iolence? 

h)  Do you think the UNÕs zero tolerance policy for it s workers will work? 

i)  What  do you think of the idea of a Messenger of Peace? 

j )  What  would you do as the Messenger of Peace? 

United Nations says rape is a war crime  -  20th June, 2008 
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W AR CRI MES DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  I s this an im portant  topic or is to too sensit ive to talk about? 

c)  How can the UN help fam ilies support  survivors of rape? 

d)  Why do hum ans do such cruel things against  other hum ans? 

e)  I f rape is a war crime, what  should the punishm ent be? 

f)  Do you agree with Condoleezza Rice that  sexual v iolence is a threat  to a 
countyÕs securit y and social stabilit y? 

g)  Do you think m aking som ething a war crim e will m ake it  happen less? 

h)  Why do you think SudanÕs governm ent would believe that  aid workers 
m ake up stories about  rape? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask SudanÕs president? 

j )  Did you like this discussion on flip- f lops and footwear? 
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LANGUAGE 

More t han 60 nat ions (1)  ____ in t he UN Secur it y Council on Thursday t o agree 

that  sexual v iolence against  wom en is a weapon of war . Secret ary-General Ban Ki-

m oon announced new m easures t o t ry  t o end what  he called t he " (2)  ____ war  

against  wom en and gir ls"  in t he wor ldÕs war zones. He called (3)  ____ UN bodies,  

nat ional governm ent s, aid organizat ions and rape survivors to help end sexual    

(4)  ____ against  wom en in conf lict  areas. He said:  "Violence against  wom en has 

reached (5)  ____ É proport ions in societ ies at tem pt ing t o recover from  conf lict ."  He 

announced t he creat ion of a UN Messenger  of Peace, whose j ob will be t o com bat  

sexual crim es against  wom en. He also prom ised t here would be a "zero- t olerance 

policy against  sexualÉ (6)  ____Ó by UN workers. 

Rape has been an ugly , but  com m on feat ure of m any (7)  ____ conf lict s around t he 

world. Wom en are often rejected (8)  ____ t heir  fam ily  or  com m unity  because of  

the sham e rape br ings. Ot her wom en becom e infected (9)  ____ HI V and AI DS. Ban 

Ki-m oon said these ter r ible wrongs m ake it  diff icult  for a nat ion t o heal and m ake 

peace w it h (10)  ____ Òafter  t he guns fall silent " .  Condoleezza Rice said rape is a 

Òsecurit y  concernÓ t hat  seriously affect s Ònot  only t he healt h and safety  of  wom en, 

(11)  ____ t he econom ic and social st abilit y  of their nat ions."  She expressed 

concern about  t he w idespread use of rape in Darfur. Aid groups there say it  is used 

as a weapon of et hnic cleansing and has becom e a part  of life for m ost  wom en. 

SudanÕs governm ent  said:  "There is no rape in Darfur ,"  and t hat  aid workers are 

j ust  m ak ing (12)  ____ st or ies. 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1. (a)  m eet  (b)  m eets ( c)  m eet ing (d)  m et  

2. (a)  silent  (b)  silenced (c)  silent ly (d)  silencing 

3. (a)  in (b)  on ( c)  an (d)  as 

4. (a)  cr im inal (b)  cr im inals ( c)  cr im es (d)  cr im inalize 

5. (a)  spoken (b)  speech (c)  unspeakable (d)  speaking 

6. (a)  abuser (b)  abuse (c)  abusive (d)  abused 

7. (a)  arm  (b)  arm our ( c)  arm ies (d)  arm ed 

8. (a)  by (b)  with ( c)  for (d)  unt il 

9. (a)  to (b)  with ( c)  in (d)  at  

10. (a)  herself (b)  us ( c)  them  (d)  it self 

11. (a)  so (b)  and ( c)  but  (d)  that  

12. (a)  up (b)  in ( c)  for (d)  of 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  war cr im es for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  m ore about  the UN 
Securit y Council meet ing. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in 
the next  lesson. 

3 . W AR  CRI MES:  Make a poster about  the different  conflicts around the 
world. Who is fight ing? Why? Who is suffering? Show your work to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-m oon. Ask 
him  three quest ions about  his speech. Give him  three pieces of advice on 
what  the UN needs to do to bet ter combat  sexual violence. Read your let ter 
to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 

5 . DI AR Y /  JOURNAL:  You are the UN Messenger of Peace. Write your 
diary ent ry about one day in your work. I nclude your thoughts the good you 
are doing and if you are m aking a difference. Read your ent ry to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. F f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. nat ions a. count r ies 

2 me asures b. act ions 

3. proport ions c. levels  

4. comb at  d. fight   

5. tolerance e. accept ance  

6. feat ure f. aspect   

7. sham e g. humi liat ion  

8. wrongs h. inj ust ices  

9. expressed i. voiced  

10. stor ies j. lies  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. sexual violence against  wom en is  a. a weapon of war 

2 the " silent  war against  wome n and gir ls"  b. in t he worldÕs war zones  

3. He called on  c. UN bodies  

4. Violence against  wome n has reached  d. unspeakableÉ proport ions  

5. a zero- tolerance e. policy  against  sexualÉ abuse  

6. an ugly , but  comm on feature of f. ma ny arme d conflict s  

7. rejected by t heir  fami ly or comm unit y  g. because of  the shame   

8. difficult  for  a nat ion to heal and  h. ma ke peace with it self  

9. used as a weapon of  i. ethnic cleansing  

10. aid workers are j ust   j. ma king up stor ies  

GAP FI LL:  

Un i t ed  N at i on s say s r ap e is  a w ar  cr i m e 
More th an 60 nati ons met in th e UN Security  Council on Thursday to  ag r ee th at sexual v iolence against wo men is 
a we apon of wa r. Secreta ry-General Ban Ki-moon announced new m easu r es to  tr y  to  end wh at he called th e 
"silent wa r against wo men and gir ls"  in th e wo rldÕs wa r zo n es. He called on UN bodies, nati onal governments , aid 
organizati ons and rape su r v i vo r s to  help end sexual cr im es against wo men in conflict areas. He said:  "Violence 
against wo men has r ea ch ed  unspeakableÉp roporti ons in  societi es atte mpti ng to  r eco ver  from conflict."  He 
announced th e creati on of a UN Messenger of Peace, wh ose job wi ll be to  co m b at  sexual cr imes against wo men.  
He also prom ised th ere wo uld be a "zero- to lerance policy against sexualÉ ab u seÓ by UN wo rkers. 

Rape has been an u g ly , but common featu re of many armed conflicts  around th e wo rld. Women are ofte n 
r e j e ct ed  by th eir fam ily  or com munity  because of th e sham e rape b r in g s. Oth er wo men become infecte d wi th  HI V 
and AI DS. Ban Ki-moon said th ese te rr ible w r o n g s make it diff icult for a nati on to  heal and make peace wi th  itself 
Òafte r th e guns f a l l  silent" . Condoleezza Rice said rape is a Òsecurity  concernÓ th at seriously affects  Ònot only th e 
health  and safety  of wo men, but th e economic and social s t ab i l i t y  of th eir  nati ons."  She expressed concern about  
th e wi despread use of rape in  Darfur. Aid groups th ere say it is used as a we apon of e t h n i c cleansing and has 
become a part of life for most wo men. SudanÕs government said:  "There is no rape in Darfur, "  and th at aid wo rkers 
are just m ak in g  up sto ries. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


