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THE ARTI CLE 

Robert  Mugabe has won the sham elect ion held across Zim babwe on June 

27. Virtually every count ry in the region and the world has condemned 

the elect ion as a fake. Ever since the opposit ion leader Morgan Tsvangirai 

pulled out  last  week, it  has been a one-horse race. Tsvangirai beat  

Mugabe in free and fair elect ions held last  March. Mugabe refused to 

accept  he could lose power and has terrorized his nat ion into returning 

him as president . He said he would do anything to stay in power and that  

only God could rem ove him . Hundreds of innocent  cit izens have died at  

the hands of his ruthless supporters and thousands are hom eless. The 

result  is the opposit ion leader pulling out  of the race to prevent m ore 

killing, thus handing Mugabe victory. 

The situat ion in Zim babwe is now totally unacceptable to the internat ional 

com m unity. The UN Security Council t r ied to issue a statement to say the 

elect ion was illegit im ate, but  South Africa opposed this effort . The UN 

then m ade a watered-down statem ent, saying it  regret ted the elect ion 

was not  postponed because of the v iolence. The UN is also pushing for 

econom ic sanct ions against  Zim babwe and a t ravel ban on governm ent 

off icials. Nelson Mandela spoke up against  Robert  Mugabe, saying there 

was a Òt ragic failure of leadership in Zim babweÓ. UK Prim e Minister 

Gordon Brown said that  Zim babwe had reached a new low point :  ÒWe will 

work with internat ional partners to f ind a way to close this sickening 

chapter that  has cost  so m any lives,Ó he said. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . ZI MB AB W E:  Walk around the class and talk to other  student s about  Zim babwe.  
Change part ners oft en.  After  you f in ish,  sit  with your  par tner(s)  and share your findings. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 elect ions /  regions /  fake /  opposit ion leader /  one-horse race /  lose power /  hom eless 
/  unacceptable /  il legit im ate /  v iolence /  econom ic sanct ions /  t ravel ban /  low  point  

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . LOW  POI NT:  What  are the low  and high points in your  count ryÕs recent  hist ory? 
Writ e them  in the table. Change par tners and share your ideas.  Discuss as a class. 

 Lo w  p o i n t s Hig h  p o i n t s 

Elect i on s   

Sp o r t    

Bu si n ess   

Fo r eig n  r e l at i on s   

W ar    

Cu l t u r e   

4 . W ORD AS SOCI AT I ON :  Look at  t he words below ( taken from  the ar t icle) .  
Talk about  how they relate to Robert  Mugabe,  Zim babwe and Morgan Tsvangirai. 

¥ sham  elect ion 

¥ int ernat ional condem nat ion 

¥ one- horse race 

¥ free and fair elect ions 

¥ God 

¥ killing 

¥ innocent  cit izens 

¥ South Afr ica 

¥ econom ic sanct ions 

¥ violence 

¥ Nelson Mandela 

¥ failure of leadership 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . ELECTI ON:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith the word Ôelect ionÕ.  Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. Every count ry in t he world said t he Zim babwe elect ion was a fake. T /  F 

b. Robert  Mugabe got  only a few m ore votes t han his r ival. T /  F 

c. Morgan Tsvangirai got  m ore votes t han Mugabe in an ear lier elect ion. T /  F 

d. Tsvangirai pulled out  of t he elect ion because he feared for his life. T /  F 

e. The int ernat ional com m unity cannot  accept  the elect ion and it s result . T /  F 

f.  Sout h Afr ica cont inues t o support  Zim babwe, despite t he v iolence. T /  F 

g. Nelson Mandela said he has confidence in Robert  MugabeÕs leadership. T /  F 

h. Gordon Brown is wr it ing a chapter about  Zim babwe for a new book. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. sham  a. disast rous 

2 v irt ually b. cr it icized 

3. condem ned c. penalt ies 

4. rut hless d. delayed 

5. handing e. fake 

6. illegit im ate f. disgust ing 

7. post poned g.  brut al 

8. sanct ions h. illegal 

9. t ragic i. near ly 

10. sickening j . giv ing 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. the sham  elect ion  a. his ruthless supporters 

2 Virtually  every  b. watered-down statem ent  

3. Tsvangirai beat  Mugabe in free and  c. race t o prevent  m ore k illing 

4. died at  t he hands of  d. a new low  point  

5. the opposit ion leader pulling out  of the  e. count ry in the region 

6. The UN then m ade a  f.  of leadership in Zim babwe 

7. The UN is also pushing  g. this sickening chapter 

8. there was a t ragic failure  h. held across Zim babwe 

9. Zim babwe had reached  i.  fair  elect ions held last  March 

10. find a way to close  j .  for econom ic sanct ions 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Rober t  Mugabe has won the sham  elect ion __________ across 

Zim babwe on June 27. Virtually  every  count ry in the 

__________ and the world has condem ned the elect ion as a 

fake.  Ever __________ t he opposit ion leader Morgan Tsvangirai 

pulled out  last  week , it  has been a one-horse __________.  

Tsvangirai beat  Mugabe in free and fair  elect ions held last  

March. Mugabe refused to accept  he could lose __________ 

and has t er rorized his nat ion into ret urning him  as presiden t .  

He said he would do anything to st ay in power and that  only  

God could __________ him . Hundreds of innocent  cit izen s have 

died at  the __________ of his ruth less support er s and 

thousands are hom eless. The result  is the opposit ion leader  

pulling out  of the race to prev ent  m ore killing, thus 

__________ Mugabe victory . 

  

  

rem ove 

region 

handing 

race 

held 

hands 

since 

power  

 

The situat ion in Zim babwe is now __________ unacceptable to 

the inter nat ional com m unit y. The UN Securit y Council t r ied to 

__________ a st atem ent  to say the elect ion was illegit im ate,  

but  South Afr ica opposed this ef fort . The UN then m ade a 

watered-__________ stat em ent , saying it  regret ted the 

elect ion was not  postponed because of the violence. The UN is 

also __________ for  econom ic sanct ions against  Zim babwe and 

a t ravel __________ on governm ent  off icials. Nelson Mandela 

spoke up against  Rober t  Mugabe, saying there was a Òt ragic 

__________ of leadership in Zim babweÓ. UK Prim e Minist er  

Gordon Brown said that  Zim babwe had reached a new 

__________ point :  ÒWe will work with int ernat ional partner s to 

f ind a way to close this sickening chapter  that  has __________ 

so m any lives,Ó he said. 

  

failure 

 pushing 

issue 

cost  

totally 

low 

ban 

down 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Robert  Mugabe has _____________ elect ion held across Zim babwe on June 

27. Virtually every count ry _____________ and the world has condem ned 

the elect ion as a fake. Ever since the opposit ion leader Morgan Tsvangirai 

_____________ week, it  has been a one-horse race. Tsvangirai beat  

Mugabe in free and fair elect ions held last  March. Mugabe refused to accept  

_____________ power and has terrorized his nat ion into returning him as 

president . He said he would do anything _____________ power and that  

only God could rem ove him . Hundreds of innocent  cit izens have died at  the 

_____________ ruthless supporters and thousands are hom eless. The result  

is the opposit ion leader pulling out  of the race to prevent  m ore killing, 

_____________ Mugabe victory. 

The situat ion in Zim babwe _____________ unacceptable to the internat ional 

com m unity. The UN Securit y Council _____________ a statem ent to say the 

elect ion was illegit im ate, but  South Africa _______________. The UN then 

m ade a watered-down statement , saying it  regret ted _____________ not  

postponed because of the v iolence. The UN is also pushing for economic 

sanct ions against  Zim babwe and a _____________ governm ent  off icials. 

Nelson Mandela spoke up against  Robert  Mugabe, saying there was a 

Ò_____________ of leadership in ZimbabweÓ. UK Prim e Minister Gordon 

Brown said that  Zim babwe _____________ new low point :  ÒWe will work 

with internat ional partners to f ind a way to close this sickening chapter that  

_____________ m any lives,Ó he said. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôf r eeÕ 
and Ôf ai r Õ. 

f r ee f a i r  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

¥ held 
¥ region  
¥ horse 
¥ free 
¥ God 
¥ handing 

¥ totally 
¥ effort  
¥ pushing 
¥ t ragic 
¥ point  
¥ cost  
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STUDENT ZI MBABW E SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  Zim babwe in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________  

STUDENT 2 

_____________  

STUDENT 3 

_____________  

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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ZI MBABW E DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear ÔZim babweÕ? 

c)  Do you agree that  the elect ion was a sham ? 

d)  What  k ind of elect ion is it  if  thereÕs only one person to vote for? 

e)  What  do you think of Robert  Mugabe? 

f)  Have you been following events in Zim babwe? What  do you think about  
what  has been going on there? 

g)  Why did Morgan Tsvangirai pull out  of the elect ion? 

h)  Do you think Morgan Tsvangirai m ade the right  decision to pull out  of 
the elect ion? 

i)  Do you worry when a world leader says only God can rem ove him  from  
power? 

j )  Are elect ions in your count ry always free and fair? 
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ZI MBABW E DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Why does the internat ional com m unity think the situat ion in Zim babwe 
is totally unacceptable? 

c)  Why do you think South Africa st ill supports Robert  Mugabe? 

d)  Do you think econom ic sanct ions and t ravel bans will work? 

e)  What  do you think of Nelson Mandela speaking out  against  Mugabe? 

f)  Do you think there is anything the UN can do to help Zim babweÕs 
people? 

g)  What  do you think will happen in Zim babwe from  now? 

h)  How long do you think Robert  Mugabe will stay in power? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Morgan Tsvangirai? 
j )  What  quest ions would you like to ask Robert  Mugabe? 
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LANGUAGE 

Robert  Mugabe has won t he sham  elect ion (1)  ____ across Zim babwe on June 27. 

Vir t ually  every  count ry  in t he region and t he world has condem ned t he elect ion as a 

(2)  ____. Ever since t he opposit ion leader Morgan Tsvangirai pulled out  last  week , 

it  has been a one-horse race. Tsvangirai beat  Mugabe in (3)  ____ and fair elect ions 

held last  March. Mugabe refused to accept  he could lose power and has ter ror ized 

his nat ion (4)  ____ ret urning him  as president . He said he would do anyt hing t o 

stay in power and t hat  only God could rem ove him . Hundreds of innocent  cit izens 

have died at  t he (5)  ____ of  his rut hless suppor ters and t housands are hom eless.  

The result  is t he opposit ion leader pulling out  of t he race t o prevent  m ore killing,  

(6)  ____ handing Mugabe vict ory. 

The sit uat ion in Zim babwe is now (7)  ____ unacceptable t o t he internat ional 

com m unit y. The UN Secur it y Council t r ied to issue a st atem ent  t o say t he elect ion 

was illegit im at e,  but  Sout h Afr ica opposed t his (8)  ____. The UN t hen m ade a 

watered-(9)  ____ statem ent ,  saying it  regret ted t he elect ion was not  post poned 

because of t he v iolence. The UN is also pushing (10)  ____ econom ic sanct ions 

against  Zim babwe and a t ravel ban (11)  ____ governm ent  off icials. Nelson Mandela 

spoke up against  Robert  Mugabe, say ing t here was a Òt ragic failure of  leadership in 

Zim babweÓ. UK Pr im e Minister Gordon Brown said t hat  Zim babwe had reached a 

new low point :  ÒWe w ill work wit h internat ional part ners t o find a way t o close t his 

sickening chapter t hat  has (12)  ____ so m any lives,Ó he said. 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1.  (a)  holds (b)  holder ( c)  holding  (d)  held 

2.  (a)  m ake (b)  bake ( c)  fake (d)  take 
3.  (a)  freely  (b)  free ( c)  freedom  (d)  frees 
4.  (a)  into (b)  onto ( c)  to (d)  on to 
5.  (a)  knuckles (b)  palm s ( c)  hands (d)  thum bs 
6.  (a)  these (b)  that  ( c)  this (d)  thus 
7.  (a)  total (b)  totally  ( c)  totalled  (d)  totals 
8.  (a)  effor t  (b)  effor ts ( c)  effor t less (d)  effor t ful 
9.  (a)  around  (b)  down  ( c)  up  (d)  in  
10.  (a)  from  (b)  fro ( c)  for  (d)  fore 
11.  (a)  on  (b)  into ( c)  in  (d)  an  
12.  (a)  costed  (b)  cost s ( c)  cost ly  (d)  cost  
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  Zim bab w e for  10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  m ore about the 
Zim babwe elect ion. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . ELECTI ON :  Make a poster about  the history of elect ions in your 
count ry. Show your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all 
have sim ilar things? 

4 . W HAT  NOW ?:  Write a m agazine art icle about  what  will happen in 
Zim babwe from  now. I nclude im aginary interviews with Morgan Tsvangirai 
and Robert  Mugabe.  

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Robert  Mugabe. Ask him  three quest ions 
about  his count ry. Give him  three pieces of advice on what  he should do to 
stop his people suffering. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI ARY /  JOURNAL :  You are a Zim babwean and were too afraid to 
vote in the president ial elect ion. Write your thoughts on your future in your 
count ry. I nclude your feelings on the elect ion. Read your ent ry to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. F e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. sham  a. fake 

2 vir tually b. near ly  

3. condem ned c. cr it icized  

4. ruthless d. brutal 

5. handing e. giving  

6. illegit im ate f. illegal  

7. postponed g.  delayed  

8. sanct ions h. penalt ies  

9. t ragic i. disast rous  

10. sickening j . disgust ing  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. the sham elect ion  a. held across Zim babwe 

2 Vir tually every  b. count ry in t he region  

3. Tsvangirai beat  Mugabe in free and  c. fair  elect ions held last  March  

4. died at  t he hands of  d. his rut hless supporters  

5. the opposit ion leader pulling out  of  the  e. race to prevent  mo re killing  

6. The UN t hen m ade a  f. watered-down st ateme nt   

7. The UN is also pushing  g.  for  economi c sanct ions 

8. there was a t ragic failure  h. of leadership in Zimb abwe  

9. Zim babwe had reached  i. a new low point   

10. find a way t o close  j . t his sickening chapter  

GAP FI LL:  

Mu g ab e cl a i m s v i ct o r y  in  o n e- m an  el ect io n  
Robert Mugabe has wo n th e sham electi on h e ld  across Zimbabwe  on June 27. Virtu ally  every countr y in th e 
r eg io n  and th e wo rld has condemned th e electi on as a fake. Ever s in ce th e oppositi on leader Morgan Tsvangirai 
pulled out last we ek, it  has been a one-horse r ace. Tsvangirai beat Mugabe in free and fair electi ons held last  
March. Mugabe refused to  accept he could lose p o w e r  and has te rrorized his nati on in to  retu rning him  as 
president. He said he wo uld do anyth ing to  sta y in powe r and th at only God could r e m o ve him . Hundreds of  
innocent citi zens have died at th e h an d s of his ruth less supporte rs and th ousands are homeless. The result is th e 
oppositi on leader pulling out of th e race to  prevent more k illing, th us h an d in g  Mugabe v icto ry. 

The situ ati on in Zimbabwe  is now t o t a l ly  unaccepta ble to  th e inte rnati onal com munity . The UN Security  Council 
tr ied to  issu e a sta te ment to  say th e electi on wa s illegiti m ate , but South  Afr ica opposed th is effort. The UN th en 
made a wa te red-d o w n  sta te ment, saying it regrette d th e electi on wa s not postp oned because of th e v iolence. The 
UN is also p u sh in g  for econom ic sanct ions against Zimbabwe  and a tr avel b an  on government off icials. Nelson 
Mandela spoke up against Robert Mugabe, saying th ere wa s a Òtr agic f a i lu r e of leadership in Zimbabwe Ó. UK Prime 
Ministe r Gordon Brown  said th at Zimbabwe  had reached a new lo w  point:  ÒWe wi ll wo rk wi th  inte rnati onal par tn ers 
to  f ind a wa y to  close th is sickening chapte r th at has co st  so many lives,Ó he said. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - c 3 - b 4 - a 5 - c 6 - d 7 - b 8 - a 9 - b 10 - c 11 - a 12 - d 
 


