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THE ARTI CLE 

I ngrid Betancourt , the French-Colom bian polit ician rescued on Thursday 

after being held by FARC rebels for six years, is back on French soil. The 

46-year-old was greeted at  a Paris air base by French President  Nikolas 

Sarkozy. She was then whisked off to the Elysees Palace, where she 

received a heroÕs welcome, for a party with her supporters. Ms Betancourt  

said she had dreamed of the day she could once again breathe French air. 

She told reporters of her love for France, saying:  " I  owe m y life to France. 

I f France hadn't  fought for m e, I  wouldn't  be here m aking this 

ext raordinary journey."  With tears in her eyes, she said:  " I  have cried a 

great  deal during this t im e from  painÉ .Today I  am  crying because of joy."  

President  Sarkozy said her release had given the world "a message of 

hope". 

I ngrid Betancourt  and fifteen other hostages were rescued in a daring and 

dram at ic operat ion deep in the Colom bian jungle. She described the 

rescue as Òim m aculateÓ. Her freedom  is a devastat ing blow for the FARC, 

who have lost  their biggest  bargaining chip in their war against  the 

Colom bian government . Ms Betancourt  expressed her joy at  being 

reunited with her children after six years. "Paradise, nirvana, m ust  be 

som ething very close to what I  am  feeling in this m oment . These children 

are m y light , my m oon, my stars. I t  was the desire to see them  again 

that  drove m e to get  out  of the jungle."  She confessed that  thoughts of 

suicide were constant  throughout  her period of capt iv it y, but  said she 

could not  face "what  her children would think"  if she ended her life. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . JUNGLES:  Walk around t he class and talk to other  st udent s about  jungles. Change 
part ners oft en.  Aft er  you f inish, sit  wit h your par tner( s)  and share your f indings. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 polit icians /  rebels /  heroÕs welcom e /  supporters /  journeys /  t ears /  m essage of hope 
/  hostages /  rescue /  freedom  /   j oy /  paradise /  confessions /  suicide /  capt ivit y   

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . HELD H OSTAGE:  What  would you do if  you were held hostage in the jungle for  
six  years? Com plete the table below . Talk  w ith your  part ner  about  what  you wrote.  Change 
part ners and share your ideas. 

 My  id ea W h y ? I s  i t  p o ss ib l e? 

Ex er ci se    

Di ar y     

Hea l t h     

Escap e  p l an s    

Lan g u ag e  o f  
cap t o r s 

   

Pr ay er     

4 . N I RVAN A:  What  is n irvana for  you? Who is your  light? Talk  about  the words 
below. Who,  where or what  are t hese t o you? 

¥ nirvana 

¥ your light  

¥ your  stars 

¥ your reason for  liv ing 

¥ your energy 

¥ your dream  

¥ your joy 

¥ perfect ion 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . PAR ADI SE:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate with the word ÔparadiseÕ.  Share your words wit h your par tner(s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. Freed hostage I ngrid Betancourt  has ar r ived back in France. T /  F 

b. The French president  m et  her as she got  off  the plane. T /  F 

c. Ms Bet ancourt  was t aken t o a rural hot el t o relax in peace and quiet . T /  F 

d. Ms Bet ancourt  said she cried a lot  in Colom bia and had no tears lef t . T /  F 

e. Ms Bet ancourt  said her rescue from  t he j ungle was im m aculate. T /  F 

f.  Ms Bet ancourt  was t he m ost  im port ant  host age t he FARC had. T /  F 

g. She said t hought s of becom ing Colom bian president  kept  her going. T /  F 

h. She never once t hought  about  taking her own life while in capt iv it y . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. held a. (be)  in debt  t o 

2 soil b. set back 

3. whisked off c. always t here 

4. owe d. hurr ied 

5. a great  deal e. brave 

6. daring f. wish 

7. blow g.  detained 

8. im m aculat e h. per fect  

9. desire i. lot s 

10. constant  j . land 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. being held by  a. welcom e 

2 She was t hen whisked  b. throughout  her  per iod of capt iv it y 

3. she received a heroÕs  c. "a m essage of hope" 

4. I  have cr ied a great   d. chip 

5. her  release had given the world  e. off to the Elysees Palace 

6. rescued in a daring and  f.  blow for  t he FARC 

7. Her freedom  is a devastat ing  g. deal during th is t im e 

8. lost  their  biggest  bargaining  h. with her  children aft er six  years 

9. being reunit ed  i.  FARC rebels for  six  years 

10. thoughts of suicide were constant   j .  dram at ic operat ion 



 

I ngrid Betancourt  back in France  -   5th July, 2008 
More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  5 

 

W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

I ngrid Bet ancourt , the Fren ch-Colom bian polit ician __________ 

on Thursday aft er  being held by FARC rebels for six years, is 

back on Fren ch __________. The 46-year-old was greet ed at  a 

Paris air  base by French Presiden t  Nikolas Sarkozy. She was 

then  whisked off to the Elysees Palace,  where she received a 

heroÕs __________, for a party with her  support er s. Ms 

Bet ancourt  said she had __________ of t he day she could once 

again breat he Fren ch air. She told reporter s of her love for  

France,  saying:  " I  __________ m y life to France.  I f France 

hadn't  __________ for m e,  I  wouldn't  be here m ak ing this 

ex t raordinary journey."  With tears in her  eyes, she said:  " I  

have cr ied a great  __________ dur ing this t im e from  

painÉ .Today I  am  crying because of joy."  President  Sarkozy 

said her release had given  the world "a m essage of  

__________ " . 

  

  

welcom e 

fought  

rescued 

hope 

owe 

deal 

soil 

dream ed 

 

I ngrid Bet ancourt  and fif t een other __________ were rescued 

in a daring and dram at ic oper at ion __________ in the 

Colom bian jungle.  She described the rescue as Òim m aculat eÓ. 

Her  freedom  is a dev astat ing __________ for the FARC, who 

have lost  thei r biggest  bargain ing __________ in their war  

against  the Colom bian governm ent . Ms Bet ancourt  expressed 

her  joy at  being reunit ed with her  children  after six years.  

"Paradise, nirvana, m ust  be som et hing ver y __________ to 

what  I  am  feeling in this m om ent . These children  are m y light ,  

m y m oon, m y stars. I t  was t he desire t o see t hem  again that  

__________ m e to get  out  of the jungle."  She confessed t hat  

thought s of suicide wer e __________ throughout  her per iod of  

capt iv it y , but  said she could not  __________ "what  her  

children would think"  if she en ded her life.  

  

drove 

 chip 

deep 

const ant  

close 

host ages 

face 

blow 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

I ngrid Betancourt , the French-Colom bian polit ician rescued on Thursday 

_____________ by FARC rebels for six years, is back on French soil. The 46-

year-old _____________ a Paris air base by French President  Nikolas 

Sarkozy. She was then _____________ the Elysees Palace, where she 

received a _____________, for a party with her supporters. Ms Betancourt  

said she had dreamed of the day she _____________ breathe French air. 

She told reporters of her love for France, saying:  " I  _____________ France. 

I f France hadn't  fought for m e, I  wouldn't  be here m aking this ext raordinary 

journey."  With tears in her eyes, she said:  " I  have cried _____________ 

during this t im e from  painÉ .Today I  am  crying because of joy."  President 

Sarkozy said _____________ given the world "a m essage of hope". 

I ngrid Betancourt  and fifteen other hostages were rescued _____________ 

dram at ic operat ion deep in the Colom bian jungle. She described the rescue 

_____________. Her freedom  is a devastat ing _____________ FARC, who 

have lost  their biggest  bargaining _____________ against  the Colom bian 

governm ent . Ms Betancourt  expressed ________________ reunited with her 

children after six years. "Paradise, nirvana, m ust be som ething 

_____________ what I  am feeling in this m om ent . These children are m y 

light , m y m oon, my stars. I t  was _____________ see them again that  drove 

m e to get  out  of the jungle."  She confessed that  thoughts of suicide were 

constant  throughout  her period of capt iv it y, but  said she _____________ 

"what  her children would think"  if she ended her life. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôh er oÕ 
and Ôw elcom eÕ. 

h er o  w elcom e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

¥ Thursday 
¥ base 
¥ welcom e 
¥ air  
¥ eyes 
¥ m essage 

¥ deep 
¥ blow 
¥ chip 
¥ nirvana 
¥ drove 
¥ face 
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STUDENT HOSTAGE SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  host ages in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________  

STUDENT 2 

_____________  

STUDENT 3 

_____________  

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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I NGRI D BETANCOURT DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔhostageÕ? 

c)  How do you think you would cope with being a hostage? 

d)  What  would you do for six years as a hostage? 

e)  Would you like to receive e heroÕs welcom e for som ething? 

f)  What  do you dream  of doing one day? 

g)  Have you ever cried tears of joy? 

h)  Do you agree with President  Sarkozy that  I ngrid BetancourtÕs release 
has given the world a message of hope? 

i)  What  do you know about  Ms BetancourtÕs story over the past  six years? 

j )  How did you feel when you found out  she had been rescued? 

Ingrid Betancourt  back in France  -   5th July, 2008 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I NGRI D BETANCOURT DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  do you think of the rescue operat ion that  fooled the FARC rebels? 

c)  What  do you know about  the FARC and it s aim s? 

d)  Do you think Ms BetancourtÕs story would be a good m ovie? 

e)  Now the FARC has lost  it s biggest  bargaining chip, do you think they 
will t ry and get  another high profile hostage? 

f)  Have you ever experienced anything close to paradise or nirvana? 

g)  What  in your life drives you to do things? 

h)  Do you think I ngrid Betancourt  should run to be Colom biaÕs next  
president? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Ingrid Betancourt? 

j )  What  do you think her answers would be? 
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LANGUAGE 

I ngr id Bet ancourt , t he French-Colom bian polit ician rescued on Thursday  aft er       

(1)  ____ held by  FARC rebels for  six years, is back on French (2)  ____. The 46-

year-old was greeted (3)  ____ a Par is air base by French President  Nikolas 

Sarkozy. She was t hen whisked of f t o t he Elysees Palace, where she received a 

heroÕs welcom e, (4)  ____ a party w it h her support ers. Ms Bet ancourt  said she had 

dream ed of t he day she could once again breat he French air . She t old report ers of  

her love for France, say ing:  " I  owe m y life to France. I f France hadn't  (5)  ____ for  

m e, I  wouldn't  be here m aking t his ext raordinary  j ourney ."  Wit h t ears in her  eyes, 

she said:  " I  have cr ied a great  (6)  ____ during t his t im e from  painÉ .Today I  am  

crying because of j oy ."  President  Sarkozy said her release had given t he wor ld "a 

m essage of hope" . 

I ngr id Bet ancourt  and fift een ot her hostages were rescued in a (7)  ____ and 

dram at ic operat ion deep in t he Colom bian j ungle. She descr ibed t he rescue         

(8)  ____ Òim m aculateÓ. Her f reedom  is a devastat ing blow for t he FARC, who have 

lost  t heir biggest  bargaining chip in their war (9)  ____ t he Colom bian governm ent .  

Ms Betancourt  expressed her j oy  (10)  ____ being reunited w it h her  children af ter  

six years. "Paradise, nirvana, m ust  be som ething very close to what  I  am  feeling in 

this m om ent . These children are m y light , m y m oon, m y stars. I t  was t he desire t o 

see t hem  again (11)  ____ drove m e t o get  out  of t he j ungle."  She confessed t hat  

thought s of suicide were const ant  t hroughout  her period of capt iv it y,  but  said she 

could not  (12)  ____ "what  her children would t hink"  if she ended her life. 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1.  (a)  was (b)  been (c)  be (d)  being 

2.  (a)  m ud  (b)  soil ( c)  dir t  (d)  clay  
3.  (a)  at  (b)  onto ( c)  of (d)  to 
4.  (a)  so (b)  by  ( c)  for  (d)  with  
5.  (a)  fight ing  (b)  fight  ( c)  fought  (d)  fight s 
6.  (a)  deals (b)  deal ( c)  lot  (d)  lot s 
7.  (a)  daring  (b)  dare ( c)  dare to (d)  dares 
8.  (a)  did  (b)  had  ( c)  was (d)  as 
9.  (a)  for  (b)  against  ( c)  to (d)  of 
10.  (a)  so (b)  to ( c)  by  (d)  at  
11.  (a)  where (b)  who ( c)  that  (d)  whose 
12.  (a)  face (b)  head  ( c)  back  (d)  m outh  
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  be in g  a  h ost age for 10 m inut es. Correct  your par t nerÕs paper . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  m ore about  I ngrid 
Betancourt ;  her capt iv it y and what she is doing now. Share what  you 
discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . HOSTAG ES:  Make a poster about  hostage stories that  have taken 
place over the past  few years. Show your work to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . I NGRI D BETAN COURT:  Write a m agazine art icle about  Ingrid 
Betancourt . I nclude im aginary interviews with her and one of her captors.  

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . DI AR Y /  JOURNAL :  You are a hostage in the jungle. Write your 
thoughts on your daily life. I nclude your opinions on your captors. Read your 
ent ry to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 

6 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Ingrid Betancourt . Ask her three quest ions 
about  her life in the jungle. Give her three pieces of advice on what  she 
should do with her life from  now. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your 
next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. T c. F d. F e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. held a. detained 

2 soil b. land  

3. whisked off c. hurr ied  

4. owe d. (be)  in debt  t o  

5. a great  deal e. lot s 

6. dar ing f. brave  

7. blow g.  setback  

8. imm aculate h. perfect  

9. desire i. wish  

10. constant  j . always there  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. being held by  a. FARC rebels for six years 

2 She was then whisked  b. off t o t he Elysees Palace  

3. she received a heroÕs  c. welcome   

4. I  have cr ied a great   d. deal dur ing t his t im e  

5. her release had given the world  e. "a  m essage of hope"  

6. rescued in a dar ing and  f. dram at ic operat ion  

7. Her freedom is a devastat ing  g.  blow for t he FARC  

8. lost  their  biggest  bargaining  h. chip  

9. being reunited  i. with her children after six  years  

10. thoughts of  suicide were constant   j . t hroughout  her per iod of capt iv it y  

GAP FI LL:  

I n g r i d  Bet an co u r t  b ack  i n  Fr an ce 
I ngrid Beta ncourt, th e French-Colombian politi cian r escu ed  on Thursday afte r being held by FARC rebels for six  
years, is back on French so i l . The 46 -year- old wa s greete d at a Paris air base by French President Nikolas Sarkozy.  
She wa s th en wh isked off to  th e Elysees Palace, wh ere she received a heroÕs w elco m e , for a party  wi th  her 
supporte rs. Ms Beta ncourt said she had d r eam ed  of th e day she could once again breath e French air. She t old  
reporte rs of her love for France, saying:  " I  o w e my life to  France. I f France hadn't f o u g h t  for me, I  wo uldn't be 
here making th is extr aordinary journey."  With  te ars in her eyes, she said:  " I  have cried a great d e al  during t his 
ti me from painÉ. Today I  am  cry ing because of joy."  President Sarkozy said her release had given th e wo rld "a 
message of h o p e". 

I ngrid Beta ncourt and f if te en oth er h ost ag es we re rescued in a daring and dramati c operati on d eep  in th e 
Colombian jungle. She described th e rescue as Òimmaculat eÓ. Her freedom is a devasta ti ng b lo w  for th e FARC, 
wh o have lost th eir biggest bargaining ch ip  in th eir wa r against th e Colombian government. Ms Beta ncourt  
expressed her joy at being reunite d wi th  her children afte r six  years. "Paradise, nirvana, must be someth ing very 
clo se to  wh at I  am  feeling in th is moment. These children are my light, my moon, my sta rs. I t wa s th e desire to  
see th em again th at d r o ve me to  get out of th e jungle."  She confessed th at  th oughts  of suicide we re co n st an t  
th roughout her period of capti v ity , but said she could not f ace "wh at her children wo uld th ink" if  she ended her 
life. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - b 3 - a 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - a 8 - d 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


