
  

www.Breaking News English.com 

Ready-to-Use English Lessons by Sean Banville 

“1,000 IDEAS & ACTIVITIES 
FOR LANGUAGE TEACHERS” 

www.breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

 Thousands more free lessons 
from Sean's other websites 

www.freeeslmaterials.com/sean_banville_lessons.html 

Level 1 
Rock superstar Prince dies at 57 
23rd April, 2016 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1604/160423-prince-1.html 

Contents 
The Reading 2 

Vocabulary Matching 3 

Listening Gap Fill 4 

No Spaces   5 

Writing and Speaking 6 

Writing   7 

  

Try Level 0 (easier), Level 2 (harder) & the 26-page Level 3 (harder). 

 Twitter  
twitter.com/SeanBanville 

 Facebook  
www.facebook.com/pages/BreakingNewsEnglish/155625444452176 

 Google +  
https://plus.google.com/+SeanBanville 



 

 Level 1                      Rock superstar Prince dies at 57  – 23rd April, 2016 
More free lessons at www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2016 2 

 

THE READING 

From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1604/160423-prince-1.html 

The rock star Prince has died at his home in Minneapolis, aged 

57. Last week, he went to hospital with dehydration and the 

flu. His death has shocked the entertainment world. Madonna 

wrote online: "He changed the world. A true visionary." Barack 

Obama called him, "one of the most gifted and prolific 

musicians of our time". He said: "Prince…was a virtuoso 

instrumentalist…and an electrifying performer." 

Prince Rogers Nelson was the son of a jazz pianist. He became 

famous in the 1970s. His singing, songs, guitar playing, and 

performances changed the music world for four decades. The 

Washington Post called him, "one of the most popular, 

inventive and influential recording artists of his generation". 

The music magazine 'Rolling Stone' put Prince at number 27 

on its list of the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time. 

Sources: http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/prince-dead-at-57-20160421 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/arts-and-entertainment/wp/2016/04/21/authorities-
investigating-death-at-princes-paisley-park/ 
http://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/music/prince-iconic-purple-rain-musician-dead-57-publicist-
n559946 
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VOCABULARY MATCHING 

From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1604/160423-prince-1.html 

PARAGRAPH ONE: 

1. rock  a. our time 

2. he went to hospital  b. star 

3. His death has shocked the  c. and prolific 

4. Madonna wrote  d. entertainment world 

5. He changed the  e. performer 

6. one of the most gifted  f. with dehydration 

7. musicians of  g. world 

8. an electrifying  h. online 

PARAGRAPH TWO: 

1. the son of a jazz  a. popular 

2. He became famous  b. playing 

3. guitar  c. his generation 

4. changed the music  d. in the 1970s 

5. for four  e. world 

6. one of the most  f. pianist 

7. influential recording artists of  g. of All Time 

8. the 100 Greatest Artists  h. decades 
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LISTEN AND FILL IN THE GAPS 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1604/160423-prince-1.html 

The rock star Prince (1) ___________________ home in 

Minneapolis, aged 57. Last week, (2) ___________________ 

hospital with dehydration and the flu. His death has shocked the 

(3) ___________________. Madonna wrote online: "He changed 

the world. (4) ___________________." Barack Obama called 

him, "one of the most gifted and (5) ___________________ of 

our time". He said: "Prince…was a virtuoso instrumentalist…      

(6) ___________________ performer." 

Prince Rogers Nelson was (7) ___________________ jazz 

pianist. He became famous (8) ___________________. His 

singing, songs, guitar playing, and performances                       

(9) ___________________ world for four decades. The 

Washington Post called him, "one (10) ___________________, 

inventive and influential recording artists (11) ______________". 

The music magazine 'Rolling Stone' put Prince at number 27 on 

its list of the 100 Greatest (12) ___________________. 



 

 Level 1                      Rock superstar Prince dies at 57  – 23rd April, 2016 
More free lessons at www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2016 5 

 

PUT A SLASH ( / )WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1604/160423-prince-1.html 

TherockstarPrincehasdiedathishomeinMinneapolis,aged57.Lastwee 

k,hewenttohospitalwithdehydrationandtheflu.Hisdeathhasshockedt 

heentertainmentworld.Madonnawroteonline:"Hechangedtheworld. 

Atruevisionary."BarackObamacalledhim,"oneofthemostgiftedandpr 

olificmusiciansofourtime".Hesaid:"Prince…wasavirtuosoinstrument 

alist…andanelectrifyingperformer."PrinceRogersNelsonwasthesono 

fajazzpianist.Hebecamefamousinthe1970s.Hissinging,songs,guitar 

playing,andperformanceschangedthemusicworldforfourdecad 

es.TheWashingtonPostcalledhim,"oneofthemostpopular,inventivea 

ndinfluentialrecordingartistsofhisgeneration".Themusicmagazine'R 

ollingStone'putPrinceatnumber27onitslistofthe100GreatestArtistso 

fAllTime. 
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WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student A: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) 
________________________________________________________ 

b) 
________________________________________________________ 

c) 
________________________________________________________ 

d) 
________________________________________________________ 

e) 
________________________________________________________ 

f) 
________________________________________________________ 

g) 
________________________________________________________ 

h) 
________________________________________________________ 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student B: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) 
________________________________________________________ 

b) 
________________________________________________________ 

c) 
________________________________________________________ 

d) 
________________________________________________________ 

e) 
________________________________________________________ 

f) 
________________________________________________________ 

g) 
________________________________________________________ 

h) 
________________________________________________________ 
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WRITING 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1604/160423-prince-1.html 

Write about Prince for 10 minutes. Comment on your partner’s paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


