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THE ARTICLE 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

     The 1984 movie "Purple Rain" is going to be made into a musical on 

Broadway, New York. The film was based on the album of the same name 

made by the artist Prince. He also starred in it. This should encourage 

people to go to see the musical version. The producers of the new 

musical are excited about their project. They said: "It's been 40 years 

since Prince's legendary film took the world by storm. We can't think of a 

more fitting tribute to honour Prince and his legacy than with this stage 

adaptation of the beloved story." They added: "We can't wait for a new 

generation to discover 'Purple Rain' and…to experience its power once 

again, this time live." 

     "Purple Rain" the movie won an Academy Award for Best Original 

Song Score. Many critics believe "Purple Rain" is one of the greatest 

musical films. "Purple Rain" the album spent 24 consecutive weeks at 

number one in the USA's Billboard 200 music chart. It spent a total of 

167 weeks on that chart. It contains the smash hit "When Doves Cry". 

The movie is about an aspiring singer and guitarist who was trying to 

become famous. The story shows his complicated home life, his battles 

with his musical rivals, and a new romance. Prince died in 2016 from an 

overdose of painkiller drugs. He sold over 100 million records worldwide. 

This makes him one of the best-selling music artists of all time. 

Sources: https://variety.com/2024/legit/news/prince-movie-purple-rain-stage-musical-branden-jacobs-
jenkins-1235863878/ 
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2024/jan/08/prince-purple-rain-broadway-musical-branden-
jacobs-jenkins 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_Rain_(film) 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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WARM-UPS 

1. MUSICALS: Students walk around the class and talk to other students about 
musicals. Change partners often and share your findings. 

2. CHAT: In pairs / groups, talk about these topics or words from the article. What will 
the article say about them? What can you say about these words and your life?  

 1984 / movie / purple rain / musical / album / project / tribute / stage / story / power  
 Academy Award / critics / number one / singer / guitarist / rivals / romance / drugs 

Have a chat about the topics you liked. Change topics and partners frequently. 

3. ART FORM: Students A strongly believe musicals are better than movies; 
Students B strongly believe the opposite. Change partners again and talk about your 
conversations. 

4. MOVIE OR MUSICAL: Is the movie or the musical better? Why? Complete 
this table with your partner(s). Change partners often and share what you wrote. 

 The Movie or the Musical? Why? 

Purple Rain   

Titanic   

The Lion King   

Harry Potter   

Elvis   

Barbie   

5. ALBUM: Spend one minute writing down all of the different words you associate 
with the word "album". Share your words with your partner(s) and talk about them. 
Together, put the words into different categories. 

6. MUSICALS BASED ON…: Rank these with your partner. Put the best things 
to base a musical on at the top. Change partners often and share your rankings. 

 • Movies 
• History 
• Songs 
• Dreams 

 

• News 
• Biographies 
• Fairy stories 
• Novels 
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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VOCABULARY MATCHING 

Paragraph 1 

1. based on a. Persuade someone to do or continue to do 
something. 

2. album b. Used something as the foundation or 
starting point for something. 

3. encourage c. Very well known. 

4. legendary d. Suitable, appropriate, right or proper. 

5. fitting e. A collection of recordings issued as a single 
item on CD, record, or mp3. 

6. tribute f. All of the people born and living at about the 
same time, looked at as one group. 

7. generation g. An action, statement, or gift that shows 
thanks, respect, or admiration. 

Paragraph 2 

8. critic h. Following each other one after another. 

9. consecutive i. Difficult to understand. 

10. chart j. A person who judges how good or bad a 
book, movie, restaurant, piece of software, 
etc. is. 

11. aspiring k. A weekly list of the current best-selling pop 
records. 

12. complicated l. A person or thing competing with another 
for the same thing, or to win. 

13. rival m. Having big hopes and ambitions. 

14. overdose n. The taking of a deadly or dangerous amount 
of a drug. 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Read the headline. Guess if  a-h  below are true (T) or false (F). 

1. The movie 'Purple Rain' was made on Broadway in 1984.     T / F 
2. People are being encouraged to see the new musical.     T / F 
3. There was a storm when the 'Purple Rain' movie was released.     T / F 
4. The producers said the musical is a good way to honour Prince.     T / F 
5. The movie won an Academy Award for its songs.     T / F 
6. The movie Purple Rain spent over three years in the US music charts.     T / F 
7. "Purple Rain" contains the song "When Doves Smile".     T / F 
8. Prince is the best-selling music artist of all time.     T / F 

 

2. SYNONYM MATCH:   (The words in bold are from the news article.) 

1. encourage 
2. version 
3. excited 
4. fitting 
5. discover 
6. critics 
7. consecutive 
8. aspiring 
9. complicated 
10. of all time 
 

a. experts 
b. suitable 
c. complex 
d. adaptation 
e. back-to-back 
f. ever 
g. persuade 
h. come to know 
i. hopeful 
j. delighted 
 

3. PHRASE MATCH:  (Sometimes more than one choice is possible.) 

1. He also starred  
2. encourage people to go to see the  
3. Prince's legendary film took the world  
4. We can't think of a more fitting tribute  
5. wait for a new generation to  
6. the album spent 24 consecutive weeks  
7. It spent a total of 167 weeks  
8. his battles with his  
9. an overdose  
10. one of the best-selling music  
 

a. discover 'Purple Rain' 
b. by storm 
c. of painkiller drugs 
d. on that chart 
e. musical version 
f. artists of all time 
g. at number one 
h. to honour Prince 
i. musical rivals 
j. in it 
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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GAP FILL 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

The 1984 movie "Purple Rain" is going to be made into a musical 

on Broadway, New York. The film was (1) _____________________ on 

the album of the same name made by the artist Prince. He also    

(2) _____________________ in it. This should encourage people to go to 

see the musical (3) _____________________. The producers of the new 

musical are (4) _____________________ about their project. They said: 

"It's been 40 years since Prince's legendary film took the world by 

(5) _____________________. We can't think of a more fitting tribute to 

honour Prince and his legacy than with this (6) _____________________ 

adaptation of the beloved story." They added: "We can't wait for a 

new generation to (7) _____________________ 'Purple Rain' and…to 

experience its power once again, this (8) _____________________ live." 

 

 time 

excited 

starred 

stage 

version 

discover 

based 

storm 

 

"Purple Rain" the movie won an Academy Award for Best Original 

Song Score. Many (9) _____________________ believe "Purple Rain" is 

one of the greatest musical films. "Purple Rain" the album           

(10) _____________________ 24 consecutive weeks at number one in 

the USA's Billboard 200 music (11) _____________________. It spent a 

total of 167 weeks on that chart. It contains the                          

(12) _____________________ hit "When Doves Cry". The movie is about 

an aspiring singer and guitarist who was trying to become            

(13) _____________________. The story shows his complicated home 

life, his battles with his musical (14) _____________________, and a 

new romance. Prince died in 2016 from an overdose of painkiller 

(15) _____________________. He sold over 100 million records 

worldwide. This makes him one of the best-selling music artists of 

all (16) _____________________. 

 chart 

famous 

critics 

time 

spent 

drugs 

smash 

rivals 

 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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LISTENING – Guess the answers. Listen to check. 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html           

1) This should encourage people to go to see ______ 
     a.  the musical version 
     b.  the musical vision 
     c.  the musical aversion 
     d.  the musical venison 
2)  It's been 40 years since Prince's legendary film took the ______ 
     a.  world by storm 
     b.  world by thunder 
     c.  world by lightning 
     d.  world by tempest 
3)  honour Prince and his legacy than with this stage adaptation of ______ 
     a.  the be lovely story 
     b.  the bill loved story 
     c.  the belove it story 
     d.  the beloved story 
4)  They added: "We can't wait for a new generation to ______ 
     a.  discovery 'Purple Rain' 
     b.  discovers 'Purple Rain' 
     c.  discover 'Purple Rain' 
     d.  discovered 'Purple Rain' 
5)  and…to experience its power once again, ______ 
     a.  this time alive 
     b.  this time live 
     c.  this time livey 
     d.  this time life 
6)  "Purple Rain" the movie won an Academy Award for Best ______ 
     a.  Original Song Score 
     b.  Original Song Goal 
     c.  Original Song Point 
     d.  Original Song Run 
7)  It spent a total of 167 weeks ______ 
     a.  on these chart 
     b.  on that charts 
     c.  on that chart 
     d.  one that chart 
8)  The story shows his complicated home life, his battles with ______ 
     a.  his musical libels 
     b.  his musical rivals 
     c.  his musical rebels 
     d.  his musical arrivals 
9)  Prince died in 2016 from an overdose ______ 
     a.  of pains killer drugs 
     b.  of pain kill the drugs 
     c.  of pained killer drugs 
     d.  of painkiller drugs 
10)  This makes him one of the best-selling music artists ______ 
     a.  of fall time 
     b.  offal time 
     c.  of all time 
     d.  off fall time 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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LISTENING – Listen and fill in the gaps 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

The 1984 movie "Purple Rain" is going to (1) ____________________ a 

musical on Broadway, New York. The film was based on the album of the 

same name made (2) ____________________ Prince. He also starred in it. 

This should encourage people to go to see (3) ____________________. The 

producers of the new musical are excited about their project. They said: "It's 

been 40 years since Prince's legendary film took the                                    

(4) ____________________. We can't think of a more fitting tribute to 

honour Prince and his legacy than with this stage adaptation of                    

(5) ____________________." They added: "We can't wait for a new 

generation to discover 'Purple Rain' and…to experience its                                

(6) ____________________, this time live." 

"Purple Rain" the movie won an Academy Award for Best Original Song 

Score. (7) ____________________ "Purple Rain" is one of the greatest 

musical films. "Purple Rain" the album spent (8) ____________________ at 

number one in the USA's Billboard 200 music chart. It spent a total of 167 

weeks on that chart. It (9) ____________________ hit "When Doves Cry". 

The movie is about an aspiring singer and guitarist who was trying to 

become famous. The story shows his complicated home life, his battles with 

(10) ____________________, and a new romance. Prince died in 2016 from 

(11) ____________________ painkiller drugs. He sold over 100 million 

records worldwide. This makes him one of the                                        

best-(12) ____________________ of all time. 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

1. When was the movie "Purple Rain" made? 

2. Who starred in the movie "Purple Rain"? 

3. How do the producers of the musical feel about it? 

4. What did the producers say the movie took by storm? 

5. Who do the producers hope will discover "Purple Rain"? 

6. What did "Purple Rain" win an Academy Award for? 

7. For how many weeks was "Purple Rain" in the US music charts? 

8. What is the hit song mentioned in the article? 

9. Who did the character in "Purple Rain" battle with? 

10. How many records did Prince sell globally? 
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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MULTIPLE CHOICE - QUIZ 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

1) When was the movie "Purple 
Rain" made? 
a) 1983 
b) 1984 
c) 1985 
d) 1986 

2) Who starred in the movie "Purple 
Rain"? 
a) King 
b) Queen 
c) Princess 
d) Prince 

3) How do the producers of the 
musical feel about it? 
a) happy 
b) good 
c) excited 
d) nervous 

4) What did the producers say the 
movie took by storm? 
a) the world 
b) New York 
c) rain 
d) Alaska 

5) Who do the producers hope will 
discover "Purple Rain"? 
a) a record label 
b) a new generation 
c) Hollywood 
d) Bollywood 
 

6) What did "Purple Rain" win an 
Academy Award for? 
a) best original song score 
b) best actor 
c) best cinematography 
d) best special effects 

7) For how many weeks was "Purple 
Rain" in the US music charts? 
a) 165 weeks 
b) 166 weeks 
c) 167 weeks 
d) 168 weeks 

8) What is the hit song mentioned in 
the article? 
a) When Doves Cry 
b) When Pigeons Coo 
c) When Ducks Quack 
d) When Owls Hoot 

9) Who did the character in "Purple 
Rain" battle with? 
a) his record producer 
b) his demons 
c) himself 
d) his musical rivals 

10) How many records did Prince sell 
globally? 
a) exactly 100 million 
b) just under 100 million 
c) over 100 million 
d) around 100 million 
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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ROLE PLAY 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

Role  A – Movies 

You think movies are the best things to base movies on. Tell 
the others three reasons why. Tell them what is wrong with 
their things. Also, tell the others which is the worst of these 
(and why): biographies, news stories or novels. 

Role  B – News Stories 

You think news stories are the best things to base movies on. 
Tell the others three reasons why. Tell them what is wrong 
with their things. Also, tell the others which is the worst of 
these (and why): movies, biographies or novels. 

Role  C – Biographies 

You think biographies are the best things to base movies on. 
Tell the others three reasons why. Tell them what is wrong 
with their things. Also, tell the others which is the worst of 
these (and why): news stories, movies or novels. 

Role  D – Novels 

You think novels are the best things to base movies on. Tell the 
others three reasons why. Tell them what is wrong with their 
things. Also, tell the others which is the worst of these (and 
why): biographies, news stories or movies. 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dictionary / computer to find collocates, 
other meanings, information, synonyms … for the words 'movie' and 
'musical'. 

movie musical 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make questions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner / group your questions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at the article and write down 
some questions you would like to ask the class about the text. 

• Share your questions with other classmates / groups. 
• Ask your partner / group your questions. 

3. GAP FILL: In pairs / groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from the activity. Were they new, 
interesting, worth learning…? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not understand. In groups, 
pool unknown words and use dictionaries to find their meanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at the words below. With your partner, try 
to recall how they were used in the text: 

 • based 
• starred 
• project 
• storm 
• fitting 
• power 
 

 • won 
• believe 
• 24 
• 167 
• 2016 
• time 
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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MUSICALS SURVEY 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

Write five GOOD questions about musicals in the table. Do this in pairs. Each 
student must write the questions on his / her own paper. 
When you have finished, interview other students. Write down their answers. 

 STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

• Now return to your original partner and share and talk about what you found 
out. Change partners often. 

• Make mini-presentations to other groups on your findings. 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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MUSICALS DISCUSSION 
STUDENT A’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student B) 

1. What did you think when you read the headline? 

2. What images are in your mind when you hear the word 'movie'? 

3. What do you know about the singer and musician Prince? 

4. What do you think of purple rain? 

5. What do you think of musicals? 

6. Which are better, musicals or movies? 

7. What musicals have you been to see? 

8. Would you like to go to see 'Purple Rain' the musical? 

9. What movies are popular in your country? 

10. What musical or movie would you like to be in? 
 

Prince's 'Purple Rain' movie to become a musical – 11th January 2024 
Thousands more free lessons at breakingnewsenglish.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MUSICALS DISCUSSION 
STUDENT B’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student A) 

11. Did you like reading this article? Why/not? 

12. What do you think of when you hear the word 'musical'? 

13. What do you think about what you read? 

14. What is your favourite song from a musical? 

15. What are the differences between going to see movies and musicals? 

16. Are movie theatres or theatres for musicals better? 

17. Would you prefer to be a singer or a guitarist? 

18. What rivals do you have? 

19. What would you like to know about Prince? 

20. What questions would you like to ask the musical's producers? 
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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DISCUSSION (Write your own questions) 
STUDENT A’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student B) 

1. ________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________ 

6. ________________________________________________________ 

Copyright © breakingnewsenglish.com  2024 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

DISCUSSION (Write your own questions) 
STUDENT B’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student A) 

1. ________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________ 

6. ________________________________________________________ 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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LANGUAGE - CLOZE 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

The 1984 movie "Purple Rain" is going to be made (1) ____ a musical on Broadway, 
New York. The film was based (2) ____ the album of the same name made by the 
artist Prince. He also starred in it. This should encourage people to go to see the 
musical (3) ____. The producers of the new musical are (4) ____ about their project. 
They said: "It's been 40 years since Prince's legendary film took the world by storm. 
We can't think of a more (5) ____ tribute to honour Prince and his legacy than with 
this stage adaptation of the beloved story." They added: "We can't wait for a new 
generation to discover 'Purple Rain' and…to experience its power once again, this 
time (6) ____." 

"Purple Rain" the movie (7) ____ an Academy Award for Best Original Song Score. 
Many critics believe "Purple Rain" is one of the greatest musical films. "Purple Rain" 
the album spent 24 (8) ____ weeks at number one in the USA's Billboard 200 music 
chart. It spent a total of 167 weeks on that chart. It contains the (9) ____ hit "When 
Doves Cry". The movie is about an aspiring singer and guitarist who was trying   
(10) ____ become famous. The story shows his complicated home life, his battles 
with his musical rivals, and a new romance. Prince died in 2016 from an overdose 
(11) ____ painkiller drugs. He sold over 100 million records worldwide. This makes 
him one of the best-selling music artists of all (12) ____. 

Put the correct words from the table below in the above article. 

1. (a) into (b) onto (c) unto (d) as to 

2. (a) at (b) by (c) on (d) of 

3. (a) vision (b) aversion (c) version (d) evasion 

4. (a) excitement (b) exciting (c) excites (d) excited 

5. (a) fasting (b) faulting (c) fitting (d) fastening 

6. (a) enliven (b) live (c) lively (d) livelihood 

7. (a) beat (b) won (c) triumph (d) victory 

8. (a) attractive (b) consecutive (c) creative (d) festive 

9. (a) punch (b) hit (c) smash (d) break 

10. (a) by (b) for (c) at (d) to 

11. (a) in (b) on (c) at (d) of 

12. (a) being (b) things (c) place (d) time 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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SPELLING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

Paragraph 1 

1. go to see the musical ieosrvn 

2. We can't think of a more fitting itebtru 

3. honour Prince and his cylaeg 

4. this stage aatodtpani of the beloved story 

5. a new riotgnenae 

6. ereeipxenc its power 

Paragraph 2 

7. risctic believe "Purple Rain" is one of the greatest 

8. 24 icteovunces weeks at number one 

9. It ioactnsn the smash hit "When Doves Cry" 

10. an agripnis singer and guitarist 

11. his opedatcmcil home life 

12. an deerosov of painkiller drugs 
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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PUT THE TEXT BACK TOGETHER 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

Number these lines in the correct order. 

(    ) chart. It contains the smash hit "When Doves Cry". The movie is 
about an aspiring singer and  

(    ) discover 'Purple Rain' and…to experience its power once again, this 
time live." 

(    ) storm. We can't think of a more fitting tribute to honour Prince and 
his legacy than with this stage adaptation  

(    ) believe "Purple Rain" is one of the greatest musical films. "Purple 
Rain" the album spent 24 consecutive  

(    ) weeks at number one in the USA's Billboard 200 music chart. It 
spent a total of 167 weeks on that  

(    ) guitarist who was trying to become famous. The story shows his 
complicated home life, his battles  

(    ) with his musical rivals, and a new romance. Prince died in 2016 
from an overdose of painkiller drugs. He sold  

(  1  ) The 1984 movie "Purple Rain" is going to be made into a musical on 
Broadway, New York. The film was based  

(    ) of the beloved story." They added: "We can't wait for a new 
generation to  

(    ) project. They said: "It's been 40 years since Prince's legendary film 
took the world by  

(    ) go to see the musical version. The producers of the new musical 
are excited about their  

(    ) over 100 million records worldwide. This makes him one of the 
best-selling music artists of all time.  

(    ) on the album of the same name made by the artist Prince. He also 
starred in it. This should encourage people to  

(    ) "Purple Rain" the movie won an Academy Award for Best Original 
Song Score. Many critics  

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/


 

 Level 3                      Prince's 'Purple Rain' movie to become a musical – 11th January 2024 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2024 19 

 

PUT THE WORDS IN THE RIGHT ORDER 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

1. into   going   a   made   musical   .   to   It's   be 

2. the   Based   same   the   album   of   on   name   . 

3. Prince's   took   film   world   legendary   the   by   storm   . 

4. a   can't   fitting   of   more   tribute   We   think 

5. a   discover   for   new   Wait   generation   Rain"   .   "Purple   to 

6. is   one   Rain"   the   believe   of   Critics   greatest   .   "Purple 

7. consecutive   weeks   24   number   spent   at   one   .   It 

8. about   an   The   is   movie   singer   .   aspiring 

9. home   story   complicated   his   The   shows   life   . 

10. of   music   artists   The   best-selling   all   time   . 
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CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORD (20 PAIRS) 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

The 1984 movie "Purple Rain" is going to be made into / onto a musical on 

Broadway, New York. The film was based on / of the album of the same 

name made by the artist Prince. He also starred / stared in it. This should 

encourage people to go to see the musical vision / version. The producers of 

the new musical are excited / exciting about their project. They said: "It's 

been 40 years since / for Prince's legendary film took the world by storm / 

thunder. We can't think of a more fattening / fitting tribute to honour Prince 

and his legacy than with this stage adaptation of the belove / beloved story." 

They added: "We can't wait for a new generation to discover 'Purple Rain' 

and…to experience its power once again, this time lively / live." 

"Purple Rain" the movie won / beat an Academy Award for Best Original 

Song Score. Many criticisms / critics believe "Purple Rain" is one of the 

greatest musical / musically films. "Purple Rain" the album spent / used 24 

consecutive weeks at number once / one in the USA's Billboard 200 music 

chart. It spent a total of 167 weeks on that charts / chart. It contains the 

smash hit "When Doves Cry". The movie is about an aspiring / aspect singer 

and guitarist who was trying to become famous. The story shows his 

complicated house / home life, his battles with his musical rivals, and a new 

romance. Prince died / death in 2016 from an overdose of painkiller drugs. 

He sold over 100 million records worldwide. This makes him one of the best-

selling music artists of every / all time. 

Talk about the connection between each pair of words in italics, and 
why the correct word is correct. Look up the definition of new words. 
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INSERT THE VOWELS (a, e, i, o, u) 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

T h _   1 9 8 4   m _ v _ _   " P _ r p l _   R _ _ n "   _ s   g _ _ n g   t _   b _   m _ d _   

_ n t _   _   m _ s _ c _ l   _ n   B r _ _ d w _ y ,   N _ w   Y _ r k .   T h _   f _ l m   w _ s   

b _ s _ d   _ n   t h _   _ l b _ m   _ f   t h _   s _ m _   n _ m _   m _ d _   b y   t h _   

_ r t _ s t   P r _ n c _ .   H _   _ l s _   s t _ r r _ d   _ n   _ t .   T h _ s   s h _ _ l d   

_ n c _ _ r _ g _   p _ _ p l _   t _   g _   t _   s _ _   t h _   m _ s _ c _ l   v _ r s _ _ n .   

T h _   p r _ d _ c _ r s   _ f   t h _   n _ w   m _ s _ c _ l   _ r _   _ x c _ t _ d   _ b _ _ t   

t h _ _ r   p r _ j _ c t .   T h _ y   s _ _ d :   " _ t ' s   b _ _ n   4 0   y _ _ r s   s _ n c _   

P r _ n c _ ' s   l _ g _ n d _ r y   f _ l m   t _ _ k   t h _   w _ r l d   b y   s t _ r m .   W _   

c _ n ' t   t h _ n k   _ f   _   m _ r _   f _ t t _ n g   t r _ b _ t _   t _   h _ n _ _ r   

P r _ n c _   _ n d   h _ s   l _ g _ c y   t h _ n   w _ t h   t h _ s   s t _ g _   

_ d _ p t _ t _ _ n   _ f   t h _   b _ l _ v _ d   s t _ r y . "   T h _ y   _ d d _ d :   " W _   

c _ n ' t   w _ _ t   f _ r   _   n _ w   g _ n _ r _ t _ _ n   t _   d _ s c _ v _ r   ' P _ r p l _   

R _ _ n '   _ n d … t _   _ x p _ r _ _ n c _   _ t s   p _ w _ r   _ n c _   _ g _ _ n ,   t h _ s   

t _ m _   l _ v _ . "  

" P _ r p l _   R _ _ n "   t h _   m _ v _ _   w _ n   _ n   _ c _ d _ m y   _ w _ r d   f _ r   

B _ s t   _ r _ g _ n _ l   S _ n g   S c _ r _ .   M _ n y   c r _ t _ c s   b _ l _ _ v _   

" P _ r p l _   R _ _ n "   _ s   _ n _   _ f   t h _   g r _ _ t _ s t   m _ s _ c _ l   f _ l m s .   

" P _ r p l _   R _ _ n "   t h _   _ l b _ m   s p _ n t   2 4   c _ n s _ c _ t _ v _   w _ _ k s   

_ t   n _ m b _ r   _ n _   _ n   t h _   _ S _ ' s   B _ l l b _ _ r d   2 0 0   m _ s _ c   

c h _ r t .   _ t   s p _ n t   _   t _ t _ l   _ f   1 6 7   w _ _ k s   _ n   t h _ t   c h _ r t .   

_ t   c _ n t _ _ n s   t h _   s m _ s h   h _ t   " W h _ n   D _ v _ s   C r y " .   T h _   

m _ v _ _   _ s   _ b _ _ t   _ n   _ s p _ r _ n g   s _ n g _ r   _ n d   g _ _ t _ r _ s t   w h _   

w _ s   t r y _ n g   t _   b _ c _ m _   f _ m _ _ s .   T h _   s t _ r y   s h _ w s   h _ s   

c _ m p l _ c _ t _ d   h _ m _   l _ f _ ,   h _ s   b _ t t l _ s   w _ t h   h _ s   m _ s _ c _ l   

r _ v _ l s ,   _ n d   _   n _ w   r _ m _ n c _ .   P r _ n c _   d _ _ d   _ n   2 0 1 6   f r _ m   

_ n   _ v _ r d _ s _   _ f   p _ _ n k _ l l _ r   d r _ g s .   H _   s _ l d   _ v _ r   1 0 0   

m _ l l _ _ n   r _ c _ r d s   w _ r l d w _ d _ .   T h _ s   m _ k _ s   h _ m   _ n _   _ f   

t h _   b _ s t - s _ l l _ n g   m _ s _ c   _ r t _ s t s   _ f   _ l l   t _ m _ .  
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PUNCTUATE THE TEXT AND ADD CAPITALS 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

the 1984 movie purple rain is going to be made into a musical on broadway 

new york the film was based on the album of the same name made by the 

artist prince he also starred in it this should encourage people to go to see 

the musical version the producers of the new musical are excited about their 

project they said its been 40 years since princes legendary film took the 

world by storm we cant think of a more fitting tribute to honour prince and 

his legacy than with this stage adaptation of the beloved story they added 

we cant wait for a new generation to discover purple rain and to experience 

its power once again this time live 

purple rain the movie won an academy award for best original song score 

many critics believe purple rain is one of the greatest musical films purple 

rain the album spent 24 consecutive weeks at number one in the usas 

billboard 200 music chart it spent a total of 167 weeks on that chart it 

contains the smash hit when doves cry the movie is about an aspiring singer 

and guitarist who was trying to become famous the story shows his 

complicated home life his battles with his musical rivals and a new romance 

prince died in 2016 from an overdose of painkiller drugs he sold over 100 

million records worldwide this makes him one of the bestselling music artists 

of all time 
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PUT A SLASH ( / ) WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

The1984movie"PurpleRain"isgoingtobemadeintoamusicalonBroad 

way,NewYork.Thefilmwasbasedonthealbumofthesamenamemadeb 

ytheartistPrince.Healsostarredinit.Thisshouldencouragepeopletogo 

toseethemusicalversion.Theproducersofthenewmusicalareexciteda 

bouttheirproject.Theysaid:"It'sbeen40yearssincePrince'slegendary 

filmtooktheworldbystorm.Wecan'tthinkofamorefittingtributetohono 

urPrinceandhislegacythanwiththisstageadaptationofthebelovedstor 

y."Theyadded:"Wecan'twaitforanewgenerationtodiscover'PurpleRa 

in'and…toexperienceitspoweronceagain,thistimelive.""PurpleRain"t 

hemoviewonanAcademyAwardforBestOriginalSongScore.Manycriti 

csbelieve"PurpleRain"isoneofthegreatestmusicalfilms."PurpleRain" 

thealbumspent24consecutiveweeksatnumberoneintheUSA'sBillboa 

rd200musicchart.Itspentatotalof167weeksonthatchart.Itcontainst 

hesmashhit"WhenDovesCry".Themovieisaboutanaspiringsingerand 

guitaristwhowastryingtobecomefamous.Thestoryshowshiscomplica 

tedhomelife,hisbattleswithhismusicalrivals,andanewromance.Princ 

ediedin2016fromanoverdoseofpainkillerdrugs.Hesoldover100millio 

nrecordsworldwide.Thismakeshimoneofthebest-sellingmusicartists 

ofalltime. 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/


 

 Level 3                      Prince's 'Purple Rain' movie to become a musical – 11th January 2024 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2024 24 

 

FREE WRITING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

Write about musicals for 10 minutes. Comment on your partner’s paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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ACADEMIC WRITING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2401/240111-purple-rain-prince.html 

Musicals are better than movies. Discuss. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from the 
text. Use a dictionary or Google’s search field (or another search engine) to 
build up more associations / collocations of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the Internet and find out more about this news 
story. Share what you discover with your partner(s) in the next lesson. 

3. MUSICALS: Make a poster about musicals. Show your work to your 
classmates in the next lesson. Did you all have similar things? 

4. MORE MUSICALS: Write a magazine article about companies putting 
on more musicals than movies. Include imaginary interviews with people 
who are for and against this. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from your partner(s). 

5. WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? Write a newspaper article about the next 
stage in this news story. Read what you wrote to your classmates in the 
next lesson. Give each other feedback on your articles. 

6. LETTER: Write a letter to an expert on musicals. Ask him/her three 
questions about musicals. Give him/her three of your ideas. Read your letter 
to your partner(s) in your next lesson. Your partner(s) will answer your 
questions. 
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ANSWERS 

VOCABULARY (p.4) 

1. b 2. e 3. a 4. c 5. d 6. g 7. f 
 

8. j 9. h 10. k 11. m 12. i 13. l 14. n 

TRUE / FALSE (p.5) 
1 F 2 F 3 F 4 T 5 T 6 T 7 F 8 F 

SYNONYM MATCH (p.5)  

1. g 2. d 3. j 4. b 5. h 

6. a 7. e 8. i 9. c 10. f 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (p.9)            WORDS IN THE RIGHT ORDER (p.19) 

1. 1984 1. It's going to be made into a musical. 
2. Prince 2. Based on the album of the same name. 
3. Excited 3. Prince's legendary film took the world by storm. 
4. The world 4. We can't think of a more fitting tribute 
5. A new generation 5. Wait for a new generation to discover "Purple 

Rain". 
6. Best Original Song Score 6. Critics believe "Purple Rain" is one of the 

greatest. 
7. 167 weeks 7. It spent 24 consecutive weeks at number one. 
8. When Doves Cry 8. The movie is about an aspiring singer. 
9. His musical rivals 9. The story shows his complicated home life. 
10. Over 100 million records 10. The best-selling music artists of all time. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE - QUIZ (p.10) 

1. b 2. d 3. c 4. a 5. b 6. a 7. c 8. a 9. d 10. c 

ALL OTHER EXERCISES 
Please check for yourself by looking at the Article on page 2. 
(It's good for your English ;-) 
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