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THE READING 

From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1402/140222-wikipedia-2.html 

A publisher wants to print all of the articles from 

Wikipedia.com in 1,000 books, each with 1,200 pages. 

Wikipedia has over 4.3 million articles and 2.6 billion words. 

Over 20 million volunteers helped to write it. The publisher, 

PediaPress, says there will be nearly 1.2 million pages. The 

page numbers will run from number one to number 1,193,014. 

PediaPress needs $50,000 for the project. It wants people to 

donate money so it can print the first copy. The company has 

already printed number one of the thousand books. It has the 

articles from "A" to "A76 motorway". 

Many people are asking why PediaPress wants to print such a 

huge website. It will be out of date when it starts printing. A 

PediaPress spokesman said the company wants to show just 

how big Wikipedia really is. He said the best way to experience 

the size of Wikipedia is by changing it into physical books. He 

added that the printed edition would be "record breaking". It 

will contain the most volumes and be edited by the largest 

number of contributors. PediaPress may take the books on a 

world tour. After that, it will donate them to a big public 

library. 

Sources: http://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/printing-all-wikipedia-1-000-books-its-not-joke-n33916 
http://techcrunch.com/2014/02/19/pediapress-wants-to-print-the-complete-english-wikipedia-in-
1000-books/ 
http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2014-02/18/the-wikipedia-books-project 
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MATCHING 

From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1402/140222-wikipedia-2.html 

PARAGRAPH ONE: 

1. print all of  a. money 

2 1,000 books,  b. 1,193,014 

3. Over 20 million volunteers  c. to "A76 motorway" 

4. from number one to number  d. the articles 

5. PediaPress needs $50,000  e. the thousand books 

6. It wants people to donate  f. helped to write it 

7. number one of  g. for the project 

8. the articles from "A"  h. each with 1,200 pages 

PARAGRAPH TWO: 

1. Many people are  a. a world tour 

2 show just how big  b. of Wikipedia 

3. the best way to experience the size c. library 

4. record  d. number of contributors 

5. edited by the largest  e. asking why 

6. take the books on  f. them 

7. it will donate  g. Wikipedia really is 

8. public  h. breaking 



 

 Level 2                      Wikipedia may become million-page book– 22nd February 
More free lessons at www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2014 4 

 

LISTEN AND FILL IN THE GAPS 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1402/140222-wikipedia-2.html 

A publisher wants (1) ___________________ articles from 

Wikipedia.com in 1,000 books, each with 1,200 pages. Wikipedia 

has over (2) ___________________ and 2.6 billion words. Over 20 

million volunteers (3) ___________________. The publisher, 

PediaPress, says there will be nearly 1.2 million pages. The page 

numbers (4) ___________________ one to number 1,193,014. 

PediaPress needs $50,000 for the project. It wants people to donate 

money (5) ___________________ first copy. The company has 

already printed number one of the thousand books. It has the 

articles from (6) ___________________. 

Many people are asking why PediaPress wants                            

(7) ___________________ website. It will be out of date when it 

starts printing. A PediaPress spokesman said the company wants to 

(8) ___________________ Wikipedia really is. He said the best 

way to (9) ___________________ Wikipedia is by changing it into 

physical books. He added that (10) ___________________ would 

be "record breaking". It will (11) ___________________ and be 

edited by the largest number of contributors. PediaPress may take 

the books on a world tour. After that, it                                    

(12) ___________________ a big public library. 
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PUT A SLASH ( / )WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1402/140222-wikipedia-2.html 

ApublisherwantstoprintallofthearticlesfromWikipedia.comin1,00 

0books,eachwith1,200pages.Wikipediahasover4.3millionarticle 

sand2.6billionwords.Over20millionvolunteershelpedtowriteit.Th 

epublisher,PediaPress,saystherewillbenearly1.2millionpages.Th 

epagenumberswillrunfromnumberonetonumber1,193,014.Pedi 

aPressneeds$50,000fortheproject.Itwantspeopletodonatemone 

ysoitcanprintthefirstcopy.Thecompanyhasalreadyprintednumbe 

roneofthethousandbooks.Ithasthearticlesfrom"A"to"A76motorw 

ay".ManypeopleareaskingwhyPediaPresswantstoprintsuchahu 

gewebsite.Itwillbeoutofdatewhenitstartsprinting.APediaPresssp 

okesmansaidthecompanywantstoshowjusthowbigWikipediareall 

yis.HesaidthebestwaytoexperiencethesizeofWikipediaisbychang 

ingitintophysicalbooks.Headdedthattheprintededitionwouldbe"r 

ecordbreaking".Itwillcontainthemostvolumesandbeeditedbythel 

argestnumberofcontributors.PediaPressmaytakethebooksonaw 

orldtour.Afterthat,itwilldonatethemtoabigpubliclibrary. 
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WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student A: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) 
________________________________________________________ 

b) 
________________________________________________________ 

c) 
________________________________________________________ 

d) 
________________________________________________________ 

e) 
________________________________________________________ 

f) 
________________________________________________________ 

g) 
________________________________________________________ 

h) 
________________________________________________________ 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student B: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) 
________________________________________________________ 

b) 
________________________________________________________ 

c) 
________________________________________________________ 

d) 
________________________________________________________ 

e) 
________________________________________________________ 

f) 
________________________________________________________ 

g) 
________________________________________________________ 

h) 
________________________________________________________ 
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WRITING 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1402/140222-wikipedia-2.html 

Write about Wikipedia for 10 minutes. Comment on your partner’s paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


