
  

www.Breaking News English.com 

Ready-to-Use English Lessons by Sean Banville 

“1,000 IDEAS & ACTIVITIES 
FOR LANGUAGE TEACHERS” 

www.breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

 Thousands more free lessons 
from Sean's other websites 

www.freeeslmaterials.com/sean_banville_lessons.html 

Level 2 
The best companies to work for 
27th May, 2014 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1405/140527-pay-benefit-package-2.html 

Contents 
The Reading 2 

Matching 3 

Listening Gap Fill 4 

No Spaces 5 

Discussion   6 

Writing   7 

  

Please try Levels 0 and 1 (easier) and the 26-page Level 3 (harder). 

 Twitter  
twitter.com/SeanBanville 

 Facebook  
www.facebook.com/pages/BreakingNewsEnglish/155625444452176 

 Google +  
https://plus.google.com/+SeanBanville 



 

 Level 2                      The best companies to work for– 27th May, 2014 
More free lessons at www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2014 2 

 

THE READING 

From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1405/140527-pay-benefit-package-2.html 

An annual report has listed the top 25 companies in the USA to 

work for. It ranked the best places to work in 2014 by asking 

about employee satisfaction. Top of the list was Google, which 

is well known for its excellent working conditions. Google 

knocked Facebook off of the number one position. A Google 

software engineer earns an average of $119,000 a year. He or 

she also goes to the gym for free and has a place which looks 

after pets when the employee goes on holiday. One ex-

employee said Google staff are so happy that it is unusual for 

anyone to take time off. 

Another survey shows a different picture. The careers website 

Glassdoor asked employees to rate their happiness with their 

company, career opportunities, and pay, etc. It found that the 

consulting firm Bain and Company was the best place to work. 

A Bain and Co. spokesperson said he was very proud to be 

named number one. He said that for over 40 years, the 

company has focused on a professional work experience. This 

has made the company grow. He said the main goal of the 

employees was to make their clients around the world happy. 

Sources: http://gadgets.ndtv.com/others/news/google-costco-and-facebook-best-employers-in-the-us-
glassdoor-poll-530769 
http://www.cnbc.com/id/101266582 
http://www.techspot.com/news/56866-survey-ranks-google-as-top-employer-for-pay-and-
benefits.html 
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MATCHING 

From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1405/140527-pay-benefit-package-2.html 

PARAGRAPH ONE: 

1. listed the top 25  a. satisfaction 

2 It ranked the best places  b. staff are so happy 

3. asking about employee  c. one position 

4. working  d. of $119,000 a year 

5. the number  e. companies in the USA 

6. earns an average  f. conditions 

7. One ex-employee said Google  g. to take time off 

8. it is unusual for anyone  h. to work 

PARAGRAPH TWO: 

1. Another survey shows  a. to work 

2 career opportunities,  b. company grow 

3. the best place  c. the world happy 

4. very proud to be  d. experience 

5. work  e. a different picture 

6. This has made the  f. named number one 

7. the main goal g. and pay, etc. 

8. make their clients around  h. of the employees 
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LISTEN AND FILL IN THE GAPS 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1405/140527-pay-benefit-package-2.html 

An annual report has (1) ___________________ companies in the 

USA to work for. It ranked the (2) ___________________ in 2014 

by asking about employee satisfaction. Top of the list was Google, 

which is well (3) ___________________ working conditions. Google 

knocked Facebook off of the (4) ___________________. A Google 

software engineer (5) ___________________ $119,000 a year. He 

or she also goes to the gym for free and has a place which looks 

after pets when the employee goes on holiday. One ex-employee 

said Google staff are so happy that it is (6) ___________________ 

to take time off. 

Another survey shows (7) ___________________. The careers 

website Glassdoor asked employees to rate their happiness with 

their company, (8) ___________________, and pay, etc. It found 

that the consulting firm Bain and Company was the best place to 

work. A Bain and Co. spokesperson said (9) ___________________ 

to be (10) ___________________. He said that for over 40 years, 

the company (11) ___________________ professional work 

experience. This has made the company grow. He said the main 

goal of the employees was (12) ___________________ around the 

world happy. 
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PUT A SLASH ( / )WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1405/140527-pay-benefit-package-2.html 

Anannualreporthaslistedthetop25companiesintheUSAtoworkfor.I 

trankedthebestplacestoworkin2014byaskingaboutemployeesatis 

faction.TopofthelistwasGoogle,whichiswellknownforitsexcellentw 

orkingconditions.GoogleknockedFacebookoffofthenumberonepos 

ition.AGooglesoftwareengineerearnsanaverageof$119,000ayear 

.Heorshealsogoestothegymforfreeandhasaplacewhichlooksafterp 

etswhentheemployeegoesonholiday.Oneex-employeesaidG 

ooglestaffaresohappythatitisunusualforanyonetotaketimeoff.Ano 

thersurveyshowsadifferentpicture.ThecareerswebsiteGlassdoora 

skedemployeestoratetheirhappinesswiththeircompany,careerop 

portunities,andpay,etc.ItfoundthattheconsultingfirmBainandCo 

mpanywasthebestplacetowork.ABainandCo.spokespersonsaidhe 

wasveryproudtobenamednumberone.Hesaidthatforover40years, 

thecompanyhasfocusedonaprofessionalworkexperience.Thishas 

madethecompanygrow.Hesaidthemaingoaloftheemployeeswasto 

maketheirclientsaroundtheworldhappy. 
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WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student A: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) 
________________________________________________________ 

b) 
________________________________________________________ 

c) 
________________________________________________________ 

d) 
________________________________________________________ 

e) 
________________________________________________________ 

f) 
________________________________________________________ 

g) 
________________________________________________________ 

h) 
________________________________________________________ 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student B: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) 
________________________________________________________ 

b) 
________________________________________________________ 

c) 
________________________________________________________ 

d) 
________________________________________________________ 

e) 
________________________________________________________ 

f) 
________________________________________________________ 

g) 
________________________________________________________ 

h) 
________________________________________________________ 
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WRITING 
From  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1405/140527-pay-benefit-package-2.html 

Write about working conditions for 10 minutes. Comment on your partner’s paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


