
  

Breaking News English.com 
Ready-to-Use English Lessons by Sean Banville 

“1,000 IDEAS & ACTIVITIES 
FOR LANGUAGE TEACHERS” 

breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

 
 Thousands more free lessons 

from Sean's other websites 
www.freeeslmaterials.com/sean_banville_lessons.html 

 

Level 2 - 28th October, 2019 

Russian eagle creates huge data roaming phone bill 

FREE online quizzes, mp3 listening and more for this lesson here: 
https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1910/191028-data-roaming-2.html 

Contents 
The Reading  2 

Phrase Matching 3 

Listening Gap Fill 4 

No Spaces  5 

Survey   6 

Writing and Speaking 7 

Writing  8 

  

Please try Levels 0, 1 and 3.  They are (a little) harder. 

 Twitter  
twitter.com/SeanBanville 

 Facebook  
www.facebook.com/pages/BreakingNewsEnglish/155625444452176 



 

 Level ·2                   Russian eagle creates huge data roaming phone bill – 28th October, 2019 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2019 2 

 

THE READING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1910/191028-data-roaming-2.html 

A telephone bill shocked scientists in Russia. The bill was a lot 

bigger than they thought. This was because the eagle they 

were following in their research flew outside Russia. The 

scientists tracked the eagle using SMS as it flew across Europe 

and Asia. When the eagle flew outside Russia, its SMS 

transmitters used the Internet services of other countries. The 

scientists had to pay data roaming charges. These are the 

charges you pay to use your mobile phone in other countries. 

The research team ran out of money after the eagle flew to 

Iran and Pakistan. 

The team started a crowdfunding page to raise money for the 

bill. The page is called "Top up the eagle's mobile". Bird lovers 

gave money to the page. It raised $1,600 to pay the bill. 

Russia's mobile phone operator heard of the scientists' 

problems and cancelled the debt. It moved the team's phone 

package to a cheaper one. The problem for the team started 

when the eagle flew outside Kazakhstan. A Kazakhstan SMS 

cost 30 US cents; one from Iran cost the team 50 cents. A 

scientist wants the eagle to continue sending SMS data. This 

will help his project and protect all eagles. 

Sources: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-50180781 
https://www.newsweek.com/migrating-eagle-cell-phone-bill-1467873 
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/10/25/russian-eagle-racks-up-hefty-phone-bills-with-
iran-flights-a67911 
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PHRASE MATCHING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1910/191028-data-roaming-2.html 

PARAGRAPH ONE: 

1. The bill was a lot bigger than  

2. the eagle they were following  

3. When the eagle  

4. The scientists had to pay data  

5. These are the charges you  

6. use your mobile phone in  

7. The research team ran  

8. after the eagle flew  
 

a. other countries 

b. flew 

c. to Iran 

d. they thought 

e. out of money 

f. roaming charges 

g. pay 

h. in their research 
 

PARAGRAPH TWO: 

1. The team started a  

2. raise  

3. bird  

4. It raised $1,600 

5. cancelled the  

6. It moved the team's phone  

7. This will  

8. protect all  
 

a. lovers 

b. eagles 

c. package 

d. money 

e. help his project 

f. debt 

g. crowdfunding page 

h. to pay the bill 
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LISTEN AND FILL IN THE GAPS 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1910/191028-data-roaming-2.html 

A telephone (1) ___________________ in Russia. The bill was a lot 

bigger than they thought. This was because the eagle they were 

following (2) ___________________ flew outside Russia. The 

scientists tracked the eagle using SMS as it flew across Europe and 

Asia. When the (3) ___________________ Russia, its SMS 

transmitters used the Internet (4) ___________________ countries. 

The scientists had to pay (5) ___________________. These are the 

charges you pay to use your mobile phone in other countries. The 

research team (6) ___________________ money after the eagle 

flew to Iran and Pakistan. 

The team started a crowdfunding (7) ___________________ money 

for the bill. The page is called "Top up the eagle's mobile". Bird       

(8) ___________________ to the page. It raised $1,600 to pay the 

bill. Russia's mobile phone (9) ___________________ the scientists' 

problems and cancelled the debt. It moved the team's phone           

(10) ___________________ cheaper one. The problem for the team 

started when the eagle flew outside Kazakhstan. A Kazakhstan SMS 

cost 30 US cents; one from Iran (11) ___________________ 50 

cents. A scientist wants the eagle to continue sending SMS data. 

This will help his project (12) ___________________ eagles. 
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PUT A SLASH ( / )WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1910/191028-data-roaming-2.html 

AtelephonebillshockedscientistsinRussia.Thebillwasalotbiggerthant 

heythought.Thiswasbecausetheeagletheywerefollowingintheirrese 

archflewoutsideRussia.ThescientiststrackedtheeagleusingSMSasitfl 

ewacrossEuropeandAsia.WhentheeagleflewoutsideRussia,itsSMStr 

ansmittersusedtheInternetservicesofothercountries.Thescientistsh 

adtopaydataroamingcharges.Thesearethechargesyoupaytouseyou 

rmobilephoneinothercountries.Theresearchteamranoutofmoneyaft 

ertheeagleflewtoIranandPakistan.Theteamstartedacrowdfundingp 

agetoraisemoneyforthebill.Thepageiscalled"Topuptheeagle'smobil 

e".Birdloversgavemoneytothepage.Itraised$1,600topaythebill.Rus 

sia'smobilephoneoperatorheardofthescientists'problemsandcancell 

edthedebt.Itmovedtheteam'sphonepackagetoacheaperone.Thepro 

blemfortheteamstartedwhentheeagleflewoutsideKazakhstan.AKaz 

akhstanSMScost30UScents;onefromIrancosttheteam50cents.Asci 

entistwantstheeagletocontinuesendingSMSdata.Thiswillhelphisproj 

ectandprotectalleagles. 
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SMS SURVEY 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1910/191028-data-roaming-4.html 

Write five GOOD questions about SMS in the table. Do this in pairs. Each student 
must write the questions on his / her own paper. 
When you have finished, interview other students. Write down their answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
  

   

Q.2. 
  

   

Q.3. 
  

   

Q.4. 
  

   

Q.5. 
  

   

• Now return to your original partner and share and talk about what you found 
out. Change partners often. 

• Make mini-presentations to other groups on your findings. 
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WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student A: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student B: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 
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WRITING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1910/191028-data-roaming-2.html 

Write about SMS for 10 minutes. Read and talk about your partner’s paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


