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THE READING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2103/210329-nasa-0.html 

NASA said asteroids will not be a danger to Earth for 100 

years. Some people worried about the end of the world. NASA 

has been checking a 335-metre asteroid called Apophis. In 

2004, they thought it could be dangerous. They thought it 

could kill over 10 million people. They thought it could hit 

Earth in 2068. 

The scientists used radar to look at the asteroid's path. They 

got very precise information about its distance. Apophis is now 

10.6 million miles away from us. It will come within 20,000 

miles of Earth in 2029. Another scientist was happy that 

Apophis is no longer dangerous. He said he was looking 

forward to studying it. 

Sources: https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/mar/27/much-feared-asteroid-apophis-wont-hit-
earth-for-at-least-100-years-nasa-says 
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/03/27/world/asteroid-apophis-earth-impact-risk-scn-trnd/index.html 
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/27/981917655/asteroid-apophis-not-a-risk-to-earth-for-at-least-
100-years-nasa-says 
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PHRASE MATCHING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2103/210329-nasa-0.html 

PARAGRAPH ONE: 

1. asteroids will not be a  

2. Some people  

3. the end  

4. NASA has been  

5. a 335-metre asteroid  

6. it could  

7. it could kill over  

8. They thought it could hit  
 

a. checking 

b. 10 million people 

c. worried 

d. Earth 

e. of the world 

f. called Apophis 

g. danger to Earth 

h. be dangerous 
 

PARAGRAPH TWO: 

1. The scientists used  

2. look at the asteroid's  

3. They got very  

4. 10.6 million miles away  

5. It will come within  

6. Another scientist was  

7. Apophis is no longer  

8. he was looking forward  
 

a. from us 

b. dangerous 

c. happy 

d. to studying it 

e. precise information 

f. radar 

g. 20,000 miles of Earth 

h. path 
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LISTEN AND FILL IN THE GAPS 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2103/210329-nasa-0.html 

NASA said asteroids will (1) ___________________ danger to 

Earth for 100 years. Some people worried                                    

(2) ___________________ of the world. NASA has                      

(3) ___________________ 335-metre asteroid called Apophis. In 

2004, (4) ___________________ could be dangerous. They 

thought it (5) ___________________ 10 million people. They 

thought (6) ___________________ Earth in 2068. 

The scientists used radar (7) ___________________ the asteroid's 

path. They (8) ___________________ information about its 

distance. Apophis (9) ___________________ million miles            

(10) ___________________. It will come within 20,000 miles of 

Earth in 2029. Another scientist (11) ___________________ 

Apophis is no longer dangerous. He said he was looking             

(12) ___________________ it. 
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PUT A SLASH ( / )WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2103/210329-nasa-0.html 

NASAsaidasteroidswillnotbeadangertoEarthfor100years.Somepeop 

leworriedabouttheendoftheworld.NASAhasbeencheckinga335-met 

reasteroidcalledApophis.In2004,theythoughtitcouldbedangerous.T 

heythoughtitcouldkillover10millionpeople.TheythoughtitcouldhitEa 

rthin2068.Thescientistsusedradartolookattheasteroid'spath.Theyg 

otverypreciseinformationaboutitsdistance.Apophisisnow10.6millio 

nmilesawayfromus.Itwillcomewithin20,000milesofEarthin2029.An 

otherscientistwashappythatApophisisnolongerdangerous.Hesaidhe 

waslookingforwardtostudyingit. 



 

 Level ·0                   Earth safe from asteroid hit for 100 years – 29th March, 2021 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2021 6 

 

ASTEROIDS SURVEY 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2103/210329-nasa-0.html 

Write five GOOD questions about asteroids in the table. Do this in pairs. Each 
student must write the questions on his / her own paper. 
When you have finished, interview other students. Write down their answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
  

   

Q.2. 
  

   

Q.3. 
  

   

Q.4. 
  

   

Q.5. 
  

   

• Now return to your original partner and share and talk about what you found 
out. Change partners often. 

• Make mini-presentations to other groups on your findings. 
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WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student A: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student B: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 



 

 Level ·0                   Earth safe from asteroid hit for 100 years – 29th March, 2021 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2021 8 

 

WRITING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2103/210329-nasa-0.html 

Write about asteroids for 10 minutes. Read and talk about your partner’s paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


