
  

Breaking News English.com 
Ready-to-Use English Lessons by Sean Banville 

“1,000 IDEAS & ACTIVITIES 
FOR LANGUAGE TEACHERS” 

breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

 
 Thousands more free lessons 

from Sean's other websites 
www.freeeslmaterials.com/sean_banville_lessons.html 

 

Level 2 - 16th September, 2021 

Scientists want to bring mammoths back to life 

FREE online quizzes, mp3 listening and more for this lesson here: 
https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2109/210916-woolly-mammoths-2.html 

Contents 
The Reading  2 

Phrase Matching 3 

Listening Gap Fill 4 

No Spaces  5 

Survey   6 

Writing and Speaking 7 

Writing  8 

  

Please try Levels 0, 1 and 3.  They are (a little) harder. 

 Twitter  
twitter.com/SeanBanville 

 Facebook  
www.facebook.com/pages/BreakingNewsEnglish/155625444452176 



 

 Level ·2                   Scientists want to bring mammoths back to life – 16th September, 2021 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2021 2 

 

THE READING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2109/210916-woolly-mammoths-2.html 

Scientists want to bring back the woolly mammoth - an 

ancestor of the elephant. It became extinct 4,000 years ago. 

The idea to bring it back to life is like something from the 

movie Jurassic Park. Scientists will use the DNA from 

mammoth bones to clone the giant animal. It would be the 

first time since the Ice Age for a mammoth to walk on the 

earth. The lead scientist is a geneticist from Harvard. He is an 

expert in editing DNA and genes. Ben Lamm, a businessman 

working on the project, said: "Our goal is to have our first 

calves in the next four to six years." 

Mr Lamm created a technology and software company and 

gave $15 million for this research. He said he has big plans to 

bring the mammoth back to life and to return it to its Arctic 

home. He also wants to revive other species. Mr Lamm 

believes the research will result in new ideas that will improve 

biotechnology and health care. Lamm said the project was like 

the Apollo missions to the moon. They led to the development 

of everyday products like freeze-dried food, and of technology 

such as GPS. Mr Lamm believes research into genes will also 

improve our lives. 

Sources: https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/sep/13/firm-bring-back-woolly-mammoth-from-
extinction 
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/13/world/woolly-mammoth-resurrect-deextinction-scn/index.html 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/09/13/resurrect-woolly-mammoth-company-
plans/8325439002/ 
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PHRASE MATCHING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2109/210916-woolly-mammoths-2.html 

PARAGRAPH ONE: 

1. an ancestor  

2. It became extinct  

3. clone the  

4. the first time since  

5. The lead scientist is  

6. He is an expert in  

7. a businessman working  

8. in the next  
 

a. four to six years 

b. giant animal 

c. editing DNA 

d. of the elephant 

e. on the project 

f. the Ice Age 

g. a geneticist 

h. 4,000 years ago 
 

PARAGRAPH TWO: 

1. return it to its  

2. He also wants to revive  

3. the research will result  

4. the Apollo missions  

5. They led to the development of  

6. freeze- 

7. technology such  

8. research into genes will also  
 

a. to the moon 

b. improve our lives 

c. everyday products 

d. other species 

e. as GPS 

f. Arctic home 

g. dried food 

h. in new ideas 
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LISTEN AND FILL IN THE GAPS 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2109/210916-woolly-mammoths-2.html 

Scientists want to (1) ___________________ woolly mammoth - an 

ancestor of the elephant. (2) ___________________ 4,000 years 

ago. The idea to bring it back to life is (3) ___________________ 

the movie Jurassic Park. Scientists will use the DNA from mammoth 

(4) ___________________ the giant animal. It would be the first 

time since the Ice Age for a mammoth to walk on the earth. The 

lead scientist (5) ___________________ from Harvard. He is an 

expert in editing DNA and genes. Ben Lamm, a businessman 

working on the project, said: "Our goal is to                                  

(6) ___________________ calves in the next four to six years." 

Mr Lamm created a technology (7) ___________________ and 

gave $15 million for this research. He said he                                

(8) ___________________ to bring the mammoth back to life and 

to return it to its Arctic home. He also (9) ___________________ 

other species. Mr Lamm believes the research will result in new 

ideas that will improve biotechnology and health care. Lamm said 

the project was like the Apollo (10) ___________________ moon. 

They led to the development of everyday products like                  

(11) ___________________, and of technology such as GPS. Mr 

Lamm believes (12) ___________________ will also improve our 

lives. 
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PUT A SLASH ( / )WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2109/210916-woolly-mammoths-2.html 

Scientistswanttobringbackthewoollymammoth-anancestorofthee 

lephant.Itbecameextinct4,000yearsago.Theideatobringitbacktolifei 

slikesomethingfromthemovieJurassicPark.ScientistswillusetheDNA 

frommammothbonestoclonethegiantanimal.Itwouldbethefirsttimes 

incetheIceAgeforamammothtowalkontheearth.Theleadscientistisa 

geneticistfromHarvard.HeisanexpertineditingDNAandgenes.BenLa 

mm,abusinessmanworkingontheproject,said:"Ourgoalistohaveourf 

irstcalvesinthenextfourtosixyears."MrLammcreatedatechnologyan 

dsoftwarecompanyandgave$15millionforthisresearch.Hesaidhehas 

bigplanstobringthemammothbacktolifeandtoreturnittoitsArctichom 

e.Healsowantstoreviveotherspecies.MrLammbelievestheresearchw 

illresultinnewideasthatwillimprovebiotechnologyandhealthcare.La 

mmsaidtheprojectwasliketheApollomissionstothemoon.Theyledtot 

hedevelopmentofeverydayproductslikefreeze-driedfood,andoftec 

hnologysuchasGPS.MrLammbelievesresearchintogeneswillalsoimpr 

oveourlives. 
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MAMMOTHS SURVEY 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2109/210916-woolly-mammoths-2.html 

Write five GOOD questions about mammoths in the table. Do this in pairs. Each 
student must write the questions on his / her own paper. 
When you have finished, interview other students. Write down their answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
  

   

Q.2. 
  

   

Q.3. 
  

   

Q.4. 
  

   

Q.5. 
  

   

• Now return to your original partner and share and talk about what you found 
out. Change partners often. 

• Make mini-presentations to other groups on your findings. 
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WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student A: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 
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More free lessons at breakingnewsenglish.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student B: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 
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WRITING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2109/210916-woolly-mammoths-2.html 

Write about mammoths for 10 minutes. Read and talk about your partner’s paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


