
  

Breaking News English.com 
Ready-to-Use English Lessons by Sean Banville 

“1,000 IDEAS & ACTIVITIES 
FOR LANGUAGE TEACHERS” 

breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

 
 Thousands more free lessons 

from Sean's other websites 
www.freeeslmaterials.com/sean_banville_lessons.html 

 

Level 5 - 12th December, 2022 

Morocco advance to World Cup semi-finals 

FREE online quizzes, mp3 listening and more for this lesson here: 
https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2212/221212-morocco-world-cup-5.html 

Contents 
The Reading   2 

Phrase Matching   3 

Listening Gap Fill 4 

No Spaces 5 

Survey  6 

Writing and Speaking 7 

Writing   8 

  

Please try Levels 4 and 6.  They are (a little) harder. 

 Twitter  
twitter.com/SeanBanville 

 Facebook  
www.facebook.com/pages/BreakingNewsEnglish/155625444452176 



 

 Level ·5                   Morocco advance to World Cup semi-finals – 12th December, 2022 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2022 2 

 

THE READING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2212/221212-morocco-world-cup-5.html 

     The 2022 World Cup continues to produce shock results. 

The latest is Morocco's win over Portugal. Youssef En Nesyri's 

42nd-minute header saw Morocco advance to the semi-finals. 

They are the first African or Arab nation to get to the last four. 

Many experts argue the 1-0 result was not a shock. Morocco 

are one of three teams to reach the quarter-finals undefeated. 

They let in just one goal. They beat a pre-tournament 

favourite, Belgium, at the group stage, and then saw off 

former world champions Spain in a knockout stage. Their 

performances have been full of grit and determined defending.  

     Morocco are dubbed the Atlas Lions. They now play France 

in a semi-final next week. They are a game away from a 

historic appearance in the final. Their momentous win against 

Portugal led to an outpouring of joy and celebrations 

throughout Morocco. At the final whistle, congratulations from 

world leaders flooded social media. The ruler of Dubai tweeted: 

"It was an unprecedented victory for Arab football." Somalia's 

president tweeted: "This is testimony that Africa is rising." 

Morocco coach Walid Regragui said his team would, "write 

history for Africa". 

Sources: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/10/recap-morocco-vs-portugal-world-cup 
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/NaN/NaN/352936/moroccos-historic-world-cup-run-
continues-after-1-0-win-over-portugal 
https://www.espn.com/soccer/report?gameId=633845 



 

 Level ·5                   Morocco advance to World Cup semi-finals – 12th December, 2022 
More free lessons at   breakingnewsenglish.com - Copyright Sean Banville 2022 3 

 

PHRASE MATCHING 

From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2212/221212-morocco-world-cup-5.html 

PARAGRAPH ONE: 

1. The 2022 World Cup continues to  

2. get to  

3. the 1-0 result  

4. reach the quarter-finals  

5. They beat a pre-tournament  

6. in a knockout  

7. Their performances have  

8. determined  

 

a. undefeated 

b. defending 

c. the last four 

d. been full of grit 

e. produce shock results 

f. was not a shock 

g. stage 

h. favourite 

 

PARAGRAPH TWO: 

1. a historic appearance  

2. led to an outpouring  

3. celebrations  

4. At the final  

5. world leaders  

6. an unprecedented victory for 

7. This is testimony that Africa  

8. write history  

 

a. Arab football 

b. throughout Morocco 

c. for Africa 

d. in the final 

e. is rising 

f. whistle 

g. flooded social media 

h. of joy 
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LISTEN AND FILL IN THE GAPS 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2212/221212-morocco-world-cup-5.html 

The 2022 World Cup (1) ___________________ shock results. The 

latest is Morocco's win over Portugal. Youssef En Nesyri's 42nd-       

(2) ___________________ Morocco advance to the semi-finals. 

They are the first African or Arab nation to get to the last four. Many 

(3) ___________________ 1-0 result was not a shock. Morocco are 

one of three teams to (4) ___________________ undefeated. They 

let in just one goal. They beat a pre-tournament favourite, Belgium, 

at the group stage, and then (5) ___________________ world 

champions Spain in a knockout stage. Their performances have 

been (6) ___________________ and determined defending.  

Morocco (7) ___________________ Atlas Lions. They now play 

France in a semi-final next week. They are                                      

(8) ___________________ from a historic appearance in the final. 

Their momentous win against Portugal led to an                               

(9) ___________________ and celebrations throughout Morocco. At 

(10) ___________________, congratulations from world                  

(11) ___________________ media. The ruler of Dubai tweeted: "It 

was an unprecedented victory for Arab football." Somalia's president 

tweeted: "This is testimony that Africa is rising." Morocco coach 

Walid Regragui said his team would, "(12) ___________________ 

Africa". 
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PUT A SLASH ( / ) WHERE THE SPACES ARE 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2212/221212-morocco-world-cup-5.html 

The2022WorldCupcontinuestoproduceshockresults.ThelatestisMor 

occo'swinoverPortugal.YoussefEnNesyri's42nd-minuteheadersawM 

oroccoadvancetothesemi-finals.TheyarethefirstAfricanorArabnatio 

ntogettothelastfour.Manyexpertsarguethe1-0resultwasnotashoc 

k.Moroccoareoneofthreeteamstoreachthequarter-finalsundefeate 

d.Theyletinjustonegoal.Theybeatapre-tournamentfavourite,Belgiu 

m,atthegroupstage,andthensawoffformerworldchampionsSpainina 

knockoutstage.Theirperformanceshavebeenfullofgritanddetermine 

ddefending.MoroccoaredubbedtheAtlasLions.TheynowplayFrancein 

asemi-finalnextweek.Theyareagameawayfromahistoricappeara 

nceinthefinal.TheirmomentouswinagainstPortugalledtoanoutpourin 

gofjoyandcelebrationsthroughoutMorocco.Atthefinalwhistle,congra 

tulationsfromworldleadersfloodedsocialmedia.TherulerofDubaitwe 

eted:"ItwasanunprecedentedvictoryforArabfootball."Somalia'spres 

identtweeted:"ThisistestimonythatAfricaisrising."MoroccocoachWal 

idRegraguisaidhisteamwould,"writehistoryforAfrica". 
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THE WORLD CUP SURVEY 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2212/221212-morocco-world-cup-4.html 

Write five GOOD questions about the World Cup in the table. Do this in pairs. Each 
student must write the questions on his / her own paper. 
When you have finished, interview other students. Write down their answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
  

   

Q.2. 
  

   

Q.3. 
  

   

Q.4. 
  

   

Q.5. 
  

   

• Now return to your original partner and share and talk about what you found 
out. Change partners often. 

• Make mini-presentations to other groups on your findings. 
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WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student A: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WRITE QUESTIONS & ASK YOUR PARTNER(S) 
Student B: Do not show these to your speaking partner(s). 

a) ________________________________________________________ 

b) ________________________________________________________ 

c) ________________________________________________________ 

d) ________________________________________________________ 

e) ________________________________________________________ 

f) ________________________________________________________ 
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WRITING 
From  https://breakingnewsenglish.com/2212/221212-morocco-world-cup-5.html 

Write about the World Cup for 10 minutes. Read and talk about your partner’s 
paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


